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This Booklet is a compilation of facts about the American Legion and many of the symbols, traditions, 

documents and monuments associated with the Armed Forces and The United States.  The content was 

gathered from many web sites and cut and pasted into this format.  It is not my intent to try to take 

credit for the enormous amount of research and effort associated with those web sites. 
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                                  The American Legion 
 

 

 

 

The American Legion was chartered by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic veteran’s organization. Focusing 
on service to veterans, service members and communities, the Legion currently has about 2.6 million 

members in 14,000 posts worldwide. These posts are organized into 55 departments: one each for the 50 

states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, France, Mexico and the Philippines. 

The American Legion's national headquarters is in Indianapolis, with an office in Washington, D.C. The 

national organization has a full-time staff of about 300 employees. The Legion has several standing 

national commissions and committees that work with department, district and post leadership to develop 
programs, increase membership and recruit volunteers. Associated organizations are the American Legion 

Auxiliary and Sons of The American Legion. 

Significant dates in American Legion history 

1919 
March 15-17   Members of the American Expeditionary Force convene in Paris for the first American 

Legion caucus. 

May 8-10   St. Louis Caucus. "The American Legion" is adopted as the organization's official name. The 

Legion's draft preamble and constitution are approved. 

June 9   The National Executive Committee adopts the Legion emblem.  

Sept. 16   U.S. Congress charters The American Legion.  

Nov. 10-12   First American Legion convention convenes in Minneapolis. Constitution and preamble are 

adopted. Delegates vote 361-323 to locate the Legion's national headquarters in Indianapolis instead of 

Washington.  

Significant Accomplishments 

 

The American Legion's efforts result in the creation of the U.S. Veterans Bureau, forerunner of the 
Veterans Administration.  

 

The first "Flag Code" is drafted during a Legion conference in Washington. Congress adopts the code in 

1942 
 

The Legion creates the American Legion Baseball program. Currently, more than 50 percent of Major 

League Baseball players are graduates of the program 

 
The first American Legion Boys State convened in Springfield, Ill., to help youths gain an understanding 

of the structure and operation of the federal government. The first Boys Nation, bringing together youth 

leadership from all the Boys State programs, convenes in 1946. 

 

Butch Auchterlonie, Editor                                          James Harvey Spire Post 787 Cicero, NY                                                  1 



 

The final round of The American Legion's first annual National High School Oratorical Contest  was 
conducted in Norman, Okla. Today, more than 25,000 high-school students from around the country 

compete annually in the contest, which promotes a greater understanding of the U.S. Constitution. 

Winners receive thousands of dollars in college scholarships. 

 

Former National Commander Harry W. Colmery wrote the first draft of what will later become the "GI 

Bill of Rights" – considered to be the Legion's single-greatest legislative achievement.  

 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed into law the original GI Bill or Servicemen's Readjustment Act" 
ushering in monumental changes in U.S. society.  

The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation has awarded $10 million to youth organizations and 

projects designed to help America's children. 

 

The Legion voices great concern over the fate of prisoners of war in Vietnam. Today, the Legion urges a 

full accounting of prisoners of war and troops missing in action. The Legion has formed a special group 

from among the nation's major veteran’s organizations to continue pressing for further resolution of this 

issue.  

The Legion implemented a Halloween safety program for children; it remains the only national program 

of its kind. 

The Legion presented a $1 million check to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund for construction of 

"The Wall" in Washington, and was the largest single contributor to the project. 

The American Legion launched the national "I Am Not A Number" campaign to identify and document 
the delays veterans face in obtaining medical care from the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
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                                                                 American Legion Auxiliary                                            

 

 

 

Founded in 1919, the American Legion Auxiliary is the world’s largest women's patriotic service 

organization. With a membership at nearly 800,000, local American Legion Auxiliary units have 

a strong presence in more than 9,000 communities nationwide. The American Legion Auxiliary’s 

mission is to support The American Legion and to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by 

enhancing the lives of our veterans, military, and their families, both at home and abroad.  
 

For God and country, we advocate for veterans, educate our citizens, mentor youth, and promote 

patriotism, good citizenship, peace and security.  

A Legacy of Service Not Self is Born 

A group of 20 officers who served in the American Expeditionary Forces in World War I were 

asked to suggest ideas on how to improve troop morale. One officer, Lt. Col. Theodore 

Roosevelt Jr., proposed an organization of veterans, which we know today as The American 

Legion. 

 

The original purpose of The Legion was to “preserve the memories and incidence of our 

association in the great war,” helping those who had served in foreign wars to reintegrate into 

their hometowns while still remaining connected to those with whom they had served abroad. 

 

The Legion served as a support group, a social club and an extended family for former 

servicemen. After two planning caucuses held by a committee of officers who had the 

confidence and respect of their military comrades, they designed a constitution to govern the 

group and set up headquarters in New York City to begin work on its programs of relief, 

employment and Americanism. 

After the formation of The American Legion, a number of women's organizations wanted to 

become the official affiliation of The American Legion. The women who had served so faithfully 

during the trying days of the war wanted to continue to serve. After careful consideration, the 

committee agreed that a new organization should be made up of the women most closely 

associated with the men of the Legion, and that these women would serve with the Legion, in 

peace as they had in war. 

 

The committee decided to build a new organization from the ground up, so the Auxiliary could 

then carry forward the phases of Legion activities more suitably performed by women.  In less 

than one year, 1,342 local units of the Women’s Auxiliary to The American Legion had been 

organized in more than 45 states.  
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             Sons 
             of the 
    American Legion 

 

 

The Sons of The American Legion was created in 1932 as an organization within The American 

Legion.  The S.A.L. is made up of boys and men of all ages whose parents or grandparents 

served in the United States military and became eligible for membership in The American 

Legion. Together, members of The American Legion, The American Legion Auxiliary and the 

Sons of The American Legion make up what is known as The Legion Family. All three 

organizations place high importance on preserving our American traditions and values, 

improving the quality of life for our nation's children, caring for veterans and their families, and 

perhaps most importantly, teaching the fundamentals of good citizenship. 

The Sons organization is divided into detachments at the state level and squadrons at the local 

level. A squadron pairs with a local American Legion post; a squadron’s charter is contingent 

upon its parent post’s charter. However, squadrons can determine the extent of their services to 

the community, state and nation. They are permitted flexibility in planning programs and 

activities to meet their needs, but must remember S.A.L.’s mission: to strengthen the four pillars 

of The American Legion. Therefore, squadrons’ campaigns place an emphasis on preserving 

American traditions and values, improving the quality of life for our nation’s children, caring for 

veterans and their families, and teaching the fundamentals of good citizenship. 

Sons focus on much more than just membership. At all levels, Sons support The American 

Legion in promoting a wide variety of programs. Sons assist their posts in other activities such as 

Veterans programs, Veterans Administration home and hospital volunteerism, Children Youth 

projects and fundraising. Since 1988, The Sons have raised more than $5.8 million for The 

American Legion Child Welfare Foundation. Members have volunteered over 1 million hours to 

date in 2013 in Veterans Hospitals throughout the country and raised over $2,000,000.  

The Sons of The American Legion is one of many organizations that sponsors and supports the 

Citizens Flag Alliance, a coalition formed to secure flag protection legislation through an 

amendment to the U.S. Constitution. S.A.L. volunteers work to establish local networks by 

having petitions available and handing out informational material. They alert their communities 

to the importance of respect for the flag and they encourage flag education programs in schools 

and other local organizations.  
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American Legion Riders 
 

 

 

American Legion Riders chapters are well known for their charitable work, which has raised 

hundreds of thousands of dollars for local children's hospitals, schools, veterans homes, severely 

wounded service members and scholarships. Since 2006, Riders nationwide have participated in 

the Legion Legacy Run, to annually raise money for the Legacy Scholarship Fund, established to 

provide scholarships to children of U.S. military personnel killed since Sept. 11, 2001. 

History 

In Garden City, Mich., in 1993, Chuck "Tramp" Dare and Bill "Polka" Kaledas, commander of 

American Legion Post 396, shared an idea to start a motorcycle enthusiasts association within 

the organization. The two longtime riders wanted an environment where Legion family members 

could come together to share a common love for motorcycles. 

Dare and Kaledas wrote a letter to Michigan Department Adjutant Hubert Hess, sharing their 

idea. Hess replied that he liked the concept and wanted to pursue it. Later, he gave Kaledas and 

Dare instructions for managing the program at the post level. He also explained how they could 

be approved to use the American Legion emblem, and how to gain Membership's support and 

recognition. At a regular meeting, Post 396 members passed a resolution for a new program to be 

known as the "American Legion Riders." 

Joined by 19 other founding members from their post, Dare and Kaledas were flooded with 

requests for information about their organization. They agreed to establish a central source for 

the Riders to ensure that chapters formed not as motorcycle clubs or gangs, but as Legionnaires 

and Auxiliary and SAL members joining to ride as Legion family. 

Legion Riders today 

Currently, 106,000 American Legion Riders meet in over a thousand chapters in every domestic 

department and in at least three foreign countries. Riders in Iowa have formed an honor guard 

called The Five Star Freedom Riders, and Riders in Mulvane, Kan., founded the Patriot Guard to 

protect the sanctity of military funerals from protesters. Riders in all states have escorted military 

units returning home from combat tours overseas, conducted massive cross-country fundraising 

events for wounded warriors from all services, and have raised millions of dollars. for countless 

local, state and national charities.  
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True to the Legion's grassroots tradition, each chapter manages its programs at the post level, 

where the best ideas are born. The Riders are part of many projects and events, including: 

 Rolling Thunder, the annual POW/MIA rally in Washington on Memorial Day weekend. 

 Annual regional rides such as Operation Wounded Warrior, sponsored by Riders in 

Nevada, Texas, New Mexico, Utah, Arizona, California and other Western states. 

 Local charity events in support of The American Legion and local communities. 

 Raising money for VA hospitals, women and children centers, children and youth 

centers, schools and other facilities. 

 Sponsoring or participating in motorcycle runs to benefit numerous charities. 

 Local memorial ceremonies and community parades. 

 The American Legion Legacy Run, an annual cross-country fundraising ride from 

National Headquarters in Indianapolis to the national convention city. 

 Riding to honor fallen military men and women, and to protect the sanctity of their 

funerals from those who would dishonor their memory. 

 Escorting military units to departure airfields and airports for combat tours overseas, and 

welcoming them home upon their return. 
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Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of remembrance for those who have 

died in our nation's service. There are many stories as to its actual beginnings, with over two 

dozen cities and towns laying claim to being the birthplace of Memorial Day. While Waterloo 

N.Y. was officially declared the birthplace of Memorial Day by President Lyndon Johnson in 

May 1966, it's difficult to prove conclusively the origins of the day. It is more likely that it had 

many separate beginnings; each of those towns and every planned or spontaneous gathering of 

people to honor the war dead in the 1860's tapped into the general human need to honor our 

dead, each contributed honorably to the growing movement that culminated in Gen Logan giving 

his official proclamation in 1868. It is not important who was the very first, what is important is 

that Memorial Day was established. Memorial Day is not about division. It is about 

reconciliation; it is about coming together to honor those who gave their all.  

 

Memorial Day was officially proclaimed on 5 May 1868 by General John Logan, national 

commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, in his General Order No. 11, and was first 

observed on 30 May 1868, when flowers were placed on the graves of Union and Confederate 

soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery. The first state to officially recognize the holiday was 

New York in 1873. By 1890 it was recognized by all of the northern states. The South refused to 

acknowledge the day, honoring their dead on separate days until after World War I (when the 

holiday changed from honoring just those who died fighting in the Civil War to honoring 

Americans who died fighting in any war). It is now celebrated in almost every State on the last 

Monday in May (passed by Congress with the National Holiday Act of 1971 (P.L. 90 - 363) to 

ensure a three day weekend for Federal holidays), though several southern states have an 

additional separate day for honoring the Confederate war dead: January 19 in Texas, April 26 in 

Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and Mississippi; May 10 in South Carolina; and June 3 (Jefferson 

Davis' birthday) in   Louisiana and Tennessee.  

The traditional observance of Memorial day has diminished over the years. Many Americans 

nowadays have forgotten the meaning and traditions of Memorial Day. At many cemeteries, the 

graves of the fallen are increasingly ignored, neglected. Most people no longer remember the 

proper flag etiquette for the day. While there are towns and cities that still hold Memorial Day 

parades, many have not held a parade in decades. Some people think the day is for honoring any 

and all dead, and not just those fallen in service to our country.  

 

 

Memorial 

Day 
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There are a few notable exceptions. Since the late 50's on the Thursday before Memorial Day, 

the 1,200 soldiers of the 3d U.S. Infantry place small American flags at each of the more than 

260,000 gravestones at Arlington National Cemetery. They then patrol 24 hours a day during the 

weekend to ensure that each flag remains standing.  

But what may be needed to return the solemn, and even sacred, spirit back to Memorial Day is 

for a return to its traditional day of observance. Many feel that when Congress made the day into 

a three-day weekend in with the National Holiday Act of 1971, it made it all the easier for people 

to be distracted from the spirit and meaning of the day. As the VFW stated in its 2002 Memorial 

Day address, "Changing the date merely to create three-day weekends has undermined the very 

meaning of the day.”  No doubt, this has contributed greatly to the general public's nonchalant 

observance of Memorial Day."  
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                              The Memorial Poppy 

Soon after the armistice, patriotic organizations in different                                                                                                 

countries began conducting poppy sales.  The flowers, made by 

disabled servicemen raised funds for relief work among 

handicapped veterans and their families.  Wearing a poppy came 

to mean honor the dead and help the living. 

The homecoming of the 32nd Division in Milwaukee in June 1919 marked the beginning of the 

Auxiliary's Poppy Program.  A coffee and doughnut booth decorated with paper poppies was stripped of 

its floral ornaments twice and the passerby who took the poppies left contributions on the 

counter.  Several hundred dollars were contributed for the benefit of disabled veterans.  One of the 

women in the booth, Mrs. Mary Hanecy, proposed that distributing poppies on the streets at the time of 

Memorial Day would be an excellent way for American Legion Posts to raise money needed for 

rehabilitation work.  She presented her idea to Post Number 1 in Milwaukee and as a result, this group 

conducted a poppy distribution on the Saturday before Memorial Day 1920. 

The Georgia Department of The American Legion adopted the poppy as a memorial flower at its 

Convention in 1920.  Then the Georgia delegation took the idea to The American Legion National 

Convention at Cleveland in September 1920 and the poppy was adopted as the national memorial flower 

of the organization.  At the first National Convention of The American Legion Auxiliary in Kansas City, 

Missouri in October 1921, one of its first actions was the adoption of the poppy as the Auxiliary's 

memorial flower. 

During the same period, the poppy also became the memorial flower of the British Legion.  Other 

American veterans' organizations followed The American Legion and Auxiliary in adopting it as their 

official flower of remembrance.  Shortly afterward, millions of the memorial flowers were worn each year 

throughout the English speaking world to honor the war dead and aid living but disabled veterans. 

By 1924, it was realized the Poppy Program would be best handled by women and The American Legion 

gave the Auxiliary complete charge of the national program.  The Auxiliary lived up to the great 

responsibilities this carried.  At present, approximately 25 million Americans wear Legion and Auxiliary 

poppies in tribute to the war dead, contributing nearly two million dollars for the rehabilitation and well 

being of disabled veterans. 

The Poppy as the memorial flower for American war dead is a tradition which began in the years 

following the first world war.  Veterans returning to their homes in this country remembered the wild 

poppies which lined the devastated battlefields of France and Flanders, and the soldiers of all nations 

came to look upon this flower as a living symbol of their dead comrades' sacrifice.  A Canadian officer, 

Colonel John McCrae, immortalized the flower in his famous poem, "In Flanders' Fields". 

Returning servicemen brought with them memories of the battlefield poppies, and the flower soon took 

on a sacred significance.  The poppy soon became a symbol of honoring the dead and assisting the living 

victims of war.  
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                                                                                                               United States 

                                                      Army 
 

 

 

 

The modern U.S. Army can trace its beginnings to the American Revolution, in 1775 the fight of 

the Colonies against Great Britain, with its first commander Revolutionary General George 

Washington. Washington used hit and run tactics to ultimately triumph over British forces and 

their paid Hessian mercenaries. With a victory at Yorktown Virginia and with some assistance 

from Dutch, French and Spanish forces the Continental Army won its fight with British, resulting 

in the treaty of Paris where the United States was finally established and recognized. 

 

The Continental Army was eventually disbanded but recreated by the Continental Congress after 

the end of the war into the United States Army on June 14th, 1784. Between the end of the 

Revolutionary war and the Army creation in 1784 there was a single battery in the standing 

Army based as defense at West Point, NY. With conflicts with the American Indians in the West, 

the Congress further acted to create the Legion of the United States. From 1791 the Army 

operated in the Legion mode, but the Army returned to the normal regimental style of operations 

in 1797. 

 

The War of 1812 saw the American Army fighting in the 2nd war against the British, where they 

were not as successful as they would have liked. After a number of defeats and several startling 

victories at Niagara and in New Orleans in 1814, a treaty returned both sides to the state things 

were before the war. Between 1812 and 1860 the United States Army engaged in a series of 

skirmishes with the Native American Indians as Manifest Destiny gripped the Nation. The U.S. 

Army also fought later on in the war against Mexico from 1846 to 1848. This was directly as a 

result of the annexation of Texas, and the war resulted in the new territories of California, 

Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, Colorado, Wyoming, and Arizona being gained by the United 

States. 

 

The Army was divided during the Civil War era, but rejoined into one unit after the bloody end 

of the battle of the North against the South in 1865. The U.S, Army proudly claimed victories in 

the Spanish American War in 1898 and the Philippine-American War in 1898 to the year 1913. 
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The Army fought in both World War I and World War II, and was part of the Korean War in 

1950-1953. Following the end of the Korean War the U.S. Army fought hard in East Asia in the 

Vietnam War where many young Americans died on the battlefield. After Vietnam there was a 

relative quiet until the First Gulf War, in 1991. 

 

The modern U.S. Army has a proud heritage, as it goes forward into the 21st century working to 

defend the national interest, the United States Constitution and the people of the U.S.A. 

 

The Soldier's Creed 
 

I am an American Soldier.  

I am a Warrior and a member of a team. I serve the people of the United 

States and live the Army Values.  

 

I will always place the mission first.  

I will never accept defeat.  

I will never quit.  

I will never leave a fallen comrade.  

 

I am disciplined, physically and mentally tough, trained and proficient in 

my warrior tasks and drills. I always maintain my arms, my equipment and 

myself.  

I am an expert and I am a professional.  

I stand ready to deploy, engage, and destroy the enemies of the United 

States of America in close combat.  

I am a guardian of freedom and the American way of life.  

I am an American Soldier.  
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      United States 

            Navy 
 

 

 

 

The history of the United States Navy divides into two major periods: the "Old Navy", a small 

but respected force of sailing ships that was also notable for innovation in the use of ironclads 

during the American Civil War, and the "New Navy", the result of a modernization effort that 

began in the 1880s and made it the largest in the world by the 1920s. 

The United States Navy claims 13 October 1775 as the date of its official establishment, when 

the Second Continental Congress passed a resolution creating the Continental Navy. With the 

end of the American Revolutionary War, the Continental Navy was disbanded. Under President 

John Adams threats to American merchant shipping by pirates in the Mediterranean led to the 

Naval Act of 1794, which created a permanent standing U.S. Navy. The original six frigates 

were authorized as part of the Act. Over the next 20 years, the Navy fought the French Navy in 

the Quasi-War (1798–99), Barbary states in the First and Second Barbary Wars, and the British 

in the War of 1812. After the War of 1812, the U.S. Navy was at peace until the Mexican-

American war in 1846, and served to combat piracy in the Mediterranean and Caribbean seas, as 

well fighting the slave trade. In 1845, the Naval Academy was founded. In 1861, the American 

Civil War began and the U.S. Navy fought the small Confederate Navy with both sailing ships 

and ironclad ships while forming a blockade that shut down the Confederacy's civilian shipping. 

After the Civil war, most of the its ships were laid up in reserve, and by 1878, the Navy was just 

6,000 men. 

In 1882, the U.S. Navy consisted of many outdated ship designs. Over the next decade, Congress 

approved building multiple modern armored cruisers and battleships, and by around the start of 

the 20th century had moved from twelfth place in 1870 to fifth place in terms of numbers of 

ships. After winning two major battles during the 1898 Spanish-American War, the Navy 

continued to build more ships, and by the end of World War I had more men and women in 

uniform than the Royal Navy. The Washington Naval Conference recognized the Navy as equal 

in capital ship size to the Royal Navy, and during the 1920s and 1930s, the Navy built several 

aircraft carriers and battleships. The Navy was drawn into World War II after the Japanese 

Attack on Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941, and over the next four years fought many historic 
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battles including the Battle of the Coral Sea, the Battle of Midway, multiple naval battles during 

the Guadalcanal Campaign, and the largest naval battle in history, the Battle of Leyte Gulf. Much 

of the Navy's activity concerned the support of landings, not only with the "island-hopping" 

campaign in the Pacific, but also with the European landings. When the Japanese surrendered, a 

large flotilla entered Tokyo Bay to witness the formal ceremony conducted on the battleship 

Missouri, on which officials from the Japanese government signed the Japanese Instrument of 

Surrender. By the end of the war, the Navy had over 1,600 warships. 

After World War II ended, the U.S. Navy entered the Cold War and participated in the Korean 

War, the Vietnam War, the Persian Gulf War, and the Iraq War. Following the collapse of the 

Soviet Union, the Soviet Navy fell apart, which made the United States the world's undisputed 

naval superpower. Nuclear power and ballistic missile technology led to new ship propulsion and 

weapon systems, which were used in the Nimitz-class aircraft carriers and Ohio-class 

submarines. By 1978, the number of ships had dwindled to less than 400, many of which were 

from World War II, which prompted Ronald Reagan to institute a program for a modern, 600-

ship Navy. Today, the United States is the world's undisputed naval superpower, with the ability 

to engage and project power in two simultaneous limited wars along separate fronts. In March 

2007, the U.S. Navy reached its smallest fleet size, with 274 ships, since World War I 

 

Sailor’s Creed 

 

I am a United States Sailor.  

I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States of America 

and I will obey the orders of those appointed over me.  

I represent the fighting spirit of the Navy and those who have gone before 

me to defend freedom and democracy around the world.  

I proudly serve my country's Navy combat team with Honor, Courage and 

Commitment.  

I am committed to excellence and the fair treatment of all. 
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                                               United States                                             

                                                                                                                  Marine Corps 
 

 

 

 

 

During the American Revolution, the Continental Congress passes a resolution stating that "two 

Battalions of Marines be raised" for service as landing forces for the recently formed Continental 

Navy. The resolution, drafted by future U.S. president John Adams and adopted in Philadelphia, 

created the Continental Marines and is now observed as the birth date of the United States 

Marine Corps. 

Serving on land and at sea, the original U.S. Marines distinguished themselves in a number of 

important operations during the Revolutionary War. The first Marine landing on a hostile shore 

occurred when a force of Marines under Captain Samuel Nicholas captured New Province Island 

in the Bahamas from the British in March 1776. Nicholas was the first commissioned officer in 

the Continental Marines and is celebrated as the first Marine commandant. After American 

independence was achieved in 1783, the Continental Navy was demobilized and its Marines 

disbanded. 

In the next decade, however, increasing conflict at sea with Revolutionary France led the U.S. 

Congress to establish formally the U.S. Navy in May 1798. Two months later, on July 11, 

President John Adams signed the bill establishing the U.S. Marine Corps as a permanent military 

force under the jurisdiction of the Department of Navy. U.S. Marines saw action in the so-called 

Quasi-War with France and then fought against the Barbary pirates of North Africa during the 

first years of the 19th century. Since then, Marines have participated in all the wars of the United 

States and in most cases were the first soldiers to fight. In all, Marines have executed more than 

300 landings on foreign shores. 

Today, there are more than 200,000 active-duty and reserve Marines, divided into three divisions 

stationed at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina; Camp Pendleton, California; and Okinawa, Japan. 

Each division has one or more expeditionary units, ready to launch major operations anywhere in 

the world on two weeks' notice. Marines expeditionary units are self-sufficient, with their own 

tanks, artillery, and air forces. The motto of the service is Semper Fidelis, meaning "Always 

Faithful" in Latin. 
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My Rifle - The Creed of a United States Marine  
 

 This is my rifle. There are many like it, but this one is mine. 

 My rifle is my best friend. It is my life. I must master it as I must master my life.  
 

 My rifle, without me, is useless. Without my rifle, I am useless. I must fire my 

rifle true. I must shoot straighter than my enemy who is trying to kill me. I must 

shoot him before he shoots me. I will.  
 

 My rifle and myself know that what counts in this war is not the rounds we fire, 

the noise of our burst, nor the smoke we make. We know that it is the hits that 

count. We will hit.  
 

 My rifle is human, even as I, because it is my life. Thus, I will learn it as a 

brother. I will learn its weaknesses, its strength, its parts, its accessories, its 

sights and its barrel. I will ever guard it against the ravages of weather and 

damage as I will ever guard my legs, my arms, my eyes and my heart against 

damage. I will keep my rifle clean and ready. We will become part of each other. 

We will.  
 

 Before God, I swear this creed. My rifle and myself are the defenders of my 

country. We are the masters of our enemy. We are the saviors of my life.  
 

 So be it, until victory is America's and there is no enemy, but peace!! 
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         United States 

              Air Force 

 

 

 

 

Although Union forces operated the U.S. Balloon Corps during the Civil War, using hot-air 

balloons to spot Confederate troop movements and numbers, a permanent military aeronautical 

service was not instituted until 1907. That year, the Aeronautical Division of the U.S. Signal 

Corps was created and given the task of studying and implementing the use of military aircraft. 

Not long after, the entire air fleet of the U.S. was lost when their only plane crashed. By 1916, 

the First Aero Squadron had eight planes built by the Curtiss company -- they were first used in 

action against Mexican rebel Pancho Villa. All but two of the aircraft were lost due to weather 

and mechanical problems.  

During World War I, the Aeronautical Division was separated from the Signal Corps and became 

the U.S. Army Air Service. Because U.S. aircraft manufacturers were behind their European 

counterparts in the design and production of military planes, most U.S. pilots at the time flew 

British and French planes, some of which were manufactured in the U.S. under license. Peak 

wartime strength for the Air Service was 7,889 planes. While the size of the Air Service dropped 

drastically in the interwar period, military air tactics, strategy and design were modernized. 

Production was ramped up again in 1939 as conflict was rekindled in Europe. The Air Service 

was given greater autonomy (while remaining a part of the U.S. Army) in 1941, when it was 

restructured into the U.S. Army Air Forces. The Air Force played an enormous role in WWII -- 

its exploits were crucial to Allied victory in every theater of the war. In 1944, Army Forces 

reached a historic peak unit strength of 78,757 aircraft with 2,372, 292 men.  

An overall reorganization of the U.S. military in 1947 lead to the creation of the U.S. Air Force, 

finally making it an independent and equal branch of the military within the Department of 

Defense.  

Throughout the Cold War, the Air Force was a vital part of the United States’ nuclear arsenal. 

While the Navy was in charge of submarine-based nuclear weapons, the Air Force’s Strategic 

Air Command (SAC) had control of both ground-launched Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles 

(ICBMs) and nuclear bombs carried on long-range bombers like the B-52 Stratofortress.  
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The Air Force's area of responsibility was extended into space in 1982, when the Air Force 

Space Command (AFSPC) was created. For the most part, AFSPC launches, operates and 

protects satellites for military use, including weather, communications and GPS satellites. In the 

future, AFSPC may utilize combat craft capable of entering space – for now, NASA's space 

shuttle is occasionally used to launch military payloads.  

 

Airman's Creed 

I am an American Airman. 

I am a Warrior. 

I have answered my Nation’s call. 

I am an American Airman. 

My mission is to Fly, Fight, and Win. 

I am faithful to a Proud Heritage, 

A Tradition of Honor, 

And a Legacy of Valor. 

I am an American Airman. 

Guardian of Freedom and Justice, 

My Nation’s Sword and Shield, 

Its Sentry and Avenger. 

I defend my Country with my Life. 

I am an American Airman. 

Wingman, Leader, Warrior. 

I will never leave an Airman behind, 

I will never falter, 

And I will not fail. 
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  United States 

   Coast Guard 

 
The U. S. Coast Guard is simultaneously and at all times a military force and federal law 

enforcement agency dedicated to maritime safety, security, and stewardship missions. We save 

lives. We protect the environment. We defend the homeland. We enforce Federal laws on the 

high seas, the nation's coastal waters and its inland waterways.  We are unique in the Nation and 

the world.  

The Coast Guard's official history began on 4 August 1790 when President George Washington 

signed the Tariff Act that authorized the construction of ten vessels to enforce federal tariff and 

trade laws and to prevent smuggling.  Known variously through the nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries as the "revenue cutters," the "system of cutters," the Revenue Marine and 

finally the Revenue Cutter Service, it expanded in size and responsibilities as the nation grew.    

The service received its present name in 1915 under an act of Congress that merged the Revenue 

Cutter Service with the U. S. Life-Saving Service.  The latter consisted of dozens of stations 

placed around the nation’s coastlines that were manned by dedicated crews willing to risk their 

lives to save those in peril on the sea, a role that meshed well with the Revenue Cutter Service’s 

core missions.  Also, the legislation creating this “new” Coast Guard expressly stated that it 

"shall constitute a part of the military forces of the United States," thereby codifying the 

service’s long history of defending the country along side the nation's other armed services.  The 

Coast Guard began maintaining the country's aids to maritime navigation, including lighthouses, 

when President Franklin Roosevelt ordered the transfer of the Lighthouse Service to the Coast 

Guard in 1939.  In 1946 Congress permanently transferred the Commerce Department's Bureau 

of Marine Inspection and Navigation to the Coast Guard, which placed merchant marine 

licensing and merchant vessel safety under its purview.  The nation now had a single maritime 

federal agency dedicated to saving life at sea and enforcing the nation's maritime laws.  

The Coast Guard is one of the oldest organizations of the federal government and until Congress 

established the Navy Department in 1798 it served as the nation's only armed force afloat.  The 

Coast Guard protected the nation throughout its long history and served proudly in the majority 

of the nation's conflicts.  The Coast Guard's national defense responsibilities remain one of its 

most important functions even today.  In times of peace it operates as part of the Department of 
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Homeland Security, serving as the nation's front-line agency for enforcing the nation's laws at 

sea, protecting the marine environment and the nation's vast coastline and ports, and saving 

life.  In times of war, or at the direction of the President, the Coast Guard serves as part of the 

Navy Department.  

 

The Creed of the United States Coast Guardsman 

 I am proud to be a United States Coast Guardsman. 

I revere that long line of expert seamen who by their devotion to duty and 
sacrifice of self, have made it possible for me to be a member of a service 

honored and respected, in peace and in war, throughout the world. 

I never, by word or deed, will bring reproach upon the fair name of my 
service, nor permit others to do so unchallenged. 

I will cheerfully and willingly obey all lawful orders. 

I will always be on time to relieve, and shall endeavor to do more, rather 
than less, than my share. 

I will always be at my station, alert and attending to my duties. 

I shall, so far as I am able, bring to my seniors solutions, not problems. 

I shall live joyously, but always with due regard for the rights and privileges 
of others.  

I shall endeavor to be a model citizen in the community in which I live. 

I shall sell life dearly to an enemy of my country, but give it freely to rescue 
those in peril. 

With God’s help, I shall endeavor to be one of His noblest Works...A 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARDSMAN. 

Butch Auchterlonie, Editor                                          James Harvey Spire Post 787 Cicero, NY                                                  19 



       
 

 

 

World War I – known at the time as “The Great War” - officially ended when the Treaty of 

Versailles was signed on June 28, 1919, in the Palace of Versailles outside the town of 

Versailles, France. However, fighting ceased seven months earlier when an armistice, or 

temporary cessation of hostilities, between the Allied nations and Germany went into effect on 

the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. For that reason, November 11, 

1918, is generally regarded as the end of “the war to end all wars.” 

In November 1919, President Wilson proclaimed November 11 as the first commemoration of 

Armistice Day with the following words: "To us in America, the reflections of Armistice Day 

will be filled with solemn pride in the heroism of those who died in the country’s service and 

with gratitude for the victory, both because of the thing from which it has freed us and because 

of the opportunity it has given America to show her sympathy with peace and justice in the 

councils of the nations…" 

The United States Congress officially recognized the end of World War I when it passed a 

concurrent resolution on June 4, 1926, with these words: 

Whereas the 11th of November 1918, marked the cessation of the most destructive, sanguinary, 

and far reaching war in human annals and the resumption by the people of the United States of 

peaceful relations with other nations, which we hope may never again be severed, and 

Whereas it is fitting that the recurring anniversary of this date should be commemorated with 

thanksgiving and prayer and exercises designed to perpetuate peace through good will and 

mutual understanding between nations; and 

Whereas the legislatures of twenty-seven of our States have already declared November 11 to be 

a legal holiday: Therefore be it Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives 

concurring), that the President of the United States is requested to issue a proclamation calling 

upon the officials to display the flag of the United States on all Government buildings on 

November 11 and inviting the people of the United States to observe the day in schools and 

churches, or other suitable places, with appropriate ceremonies of friendly relations with all 

other peoples. 

 

  Veteran’s Day 
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An Act (52 Stat. 351; 5 U. S. Code, Sec. 87a) approved May 13, 1938, made the 11th of 

November in each year a legal holiday—a day to be dedicated to the cause of world peace and to 

be thereafter celebrated and known as "Armistice Day." Armistice Day was primarily a day set 

aside to honor veterans of World War I, but in 1954, after World War II had required the greatest 

mobilization of soldiers, sailors, Marines and airmen in the Nation’s history; after American 

forces had fought aggression in Korea, the 83rd Congress, at the urging of the veterans service 

organizations, amended the Act of 1938 by striking out the word "Armistice" and inserting in its 

place the word "Veterans." With the approval of this legislation (Public Law 380) on June 1, 

1954, November 11th became a day to honor American veterans of all wars. 

Later that same year, on October 8th, President Dwight D. Eisenhower issued the first "Veterans 

Day Proclamation" which stated: "In order to insure proper and widespread observance of this 

anniversary, all veterans, all veterans' organizations, and the entire citizenry will wish to join 

hands in the common purpose. Toward this end, I am designating the Administrator of Veterans' 

Affairs as Chairman of a Veterans Day National Committee, which shall include such other 

persons as the Chairman may select, and which will coordinate at the national level necessary 

planning for the observance.  

The Uniform Holiday Bill (Public Law 90-363 (82 Stat. 250)) was signed on June 28, 1968, and 

was intended to ensure three-day weekends for Federal employees by celebrating four national 

holidays on Mondays: Washington's Birthday, Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and Columbus 

Day. It was thought that these extended weekends would encourage travel, recreational and 

cultural activities and stimulate greater industrial and commercial production. Many states did 

not agree with this decision and continued to celebrate the holidays on their original dates. 

The first Veterans Day under the new law was observed with much confusion on October 25, 

1971. It was quite apparent that the commemoration of this day was a matter of historic and 

patriotic significance to a great number of our citizens, and so on September 20th, 1975, 

President Gerald R. Ford signed Public Law 94-97 which returned the annual observance of 

Veterans Day to its original date of November 11, beginning in 1978. This action supported the 

desires of the overwhelming majority of state legislatures, all major Veterans service 

organizations and the American people. 

Veterans Day continues to be observed on November 11, regardless of what day of the week on 

which it falls. The restoration of the observance of Veterans Day to November 11 not only 

preserves the historical significance of the date, but helps focus attention on the important 

purpose of Veterans Day: A celebration to honor America's veterans for their patriotism, love of 

country, and willingness to serve and sacrifice for the common good. 
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                                       Armed Forces Day 
 
 
 
On August 31, 1949, Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson announced the creation of an Armed 

Forces Day to replace separate Army, Navy and Air Force Days. The single-day celebration 

stemmed from the unification of the Armed Forces under one department -- the Department of 

Defense. Each of the military leagues and orders was asked to drop sponsorship of its specific 

service day in order to celebrate the newly announced Armed Forces Day. The Army, Navy and 

Air Force leagues adopted the newly formed day. The Marine Corps League declined to drop 

support for Marine Corps Day but supports Armed Forces Day, too.  

  In a speech announcing the formation of the day, President Truman "praised the work of the 

military services at home and across the seas" and said, "it is vital to the security of the nation 

and to the establishment of a desirable peace." In an excerpt from the Presidential Proclamation 

of Feb. 27, 1950, Mr. Truman stated: 

 "Armed Forces Day, Saturday, May 20, 1950, marks the first combined demonstration by 

America's defense team of its progress, under the National Security Act, towards the goal of 

readiness for any eventuality. It is the first parade of preparedness by the unified forces of our 

land, sea, and air defense". 

 The theme of the first Armed Forces Day was "Teamed for Defense." It was chosen as a means 

of expressing the unification of all the military forces under a single department of the 

government. Although this was the theme for the day, there were several other purposes for 

holding Armed Forces Day. It was a type of "educational program for civilians," one in which 

there would be an increased awareness of the Armed Forces. It was designed to expand public 

understanding of what type of job is performed and the role of the military in civilian life. It was 

a day for the military to show "state-of- the-art" equipment to the civilian population they were 

protecting. And it was a day to honor and acknowledge the people of the Armed Forces of the 

United States. 

 According to a New York Times article published on May 17, 1952: "This is the day on which 

we have the welcome opportunity to pay special tribute to the men and women of the Armed 

Forces ... to all the individuals who are in the service of their country all over the world. Armed 

Forces Day won't be a matter of parades and receptions for a good many of them. They will all 

be in line of duty and some of them may give their lives in that duty." 

 The first Armed Forces Day was celebrated by parades, open houses, receptions, and air shows. 

In Washington D.C., 10,000 troops of all branches of the military, cadets, and veterans marched 

past the President and his party.  
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              Arlington 

   National Cemetery 

 

 

 

George Washington Parke Custis, grandson of Martha Washington, acquired the land that now is 

Arlington National Cemetery in 1802, and began construction of Arlington House. The estate 

passed to Custis' daughter, Mary Anna, who had married United States Army officer Robert E. 

Lee. Custis' will gave a "life inheritance" to Mary Lee, allowing her to live at and run Arlington 

Estate for the rest of her life but not enabling her to sell any portion of it. Upon her death, the 

Arlington estate passed to her eldest son, George Washington Custis Lee.  

When Virginia seceded from the Union at the start of the American Civil War, Robert E. Lee 

resigned his commission on April 20, 1861, and took command of the armed forces of the 

Commonwealth of Virginia, later becoming commander of the Army of Northern Virginia. On 

May 7, troops of the Virginia militia occupied Arlington and Arlington House. With Confederate 

forces occupying Arlington's high ground, the capital of the Union was left in an untenable 

military position. Although unwilling to leave Arlington House, Mary Lee believed her estate 

would soon be infested with federal soldiers. So she buried many of her family treasures on the 

grounds and left for her sister's estate at Ravensworth in Fairfax County, Virginia, on May 14. 

On May 3, General Winfield Scott ordered Brigadier General Irvin McDowell to clear Arlington 

and the city of Alexandria, Virginia, of all troops not loyal to the United States. McDowell 

occupied Arlington without opposition on May 24.  
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Arlington House 

 

In May 1864, Union forces suffered large numbers of dead in the Battle of the Wilderness. 

Quartermaster General Montgomery C. Meigs ordered that an examination of eligible sites be 

made for the establishment for a large new national military cemetery. Within weeks, his staff 

reported that Arlington Estate was the most suitable property in the area. The property was high 

and free from floods (which might unearth graves), it had a view of the District of Columbia, and 

it was aesthetically pleasing. It was also the home of the leader of the armed forces of the 

Confederate States of America, and denying Robert E. Lee use of his home after the war was a 

valuable political consideration. The first military burial at Arlington William Henry Christman 

was made on May 13, 1864. However, Meigs did not formally authorize establishment of burials 

until June 15, 1864. The first African-American to be buried there was William H. Johnson, an 

employee of President Lincoln. Lincoln arranged for him to be buried in Arlington National 

Cemetery, on the tombstone Lincoln had Johnson's name engraved, along with the word 

"Citizen." Arlington did not desegregate its burial practices until President Harry S. Truman 

issued Executive Order 9981 on July 26, 1948.  

The government acquired Arlington at a tax sale in 1864 for $26,800, equal to $400,000 today. 

Mrs. Lee had not appeared in person but rather had sent an agent, attempting to pay the $92.07 in 

property taxes (equal to $1,400 today) assessed on the estate in a timely manner. The 

government turned away her agent, refusing to accept the tendered payment. In 1874, Custis Lee, 

heir under his grandfather's will passing the estate in trust to his mother, sued the United States 

claiming ownership of Arlington. In December, 1882, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 5-4 in Lee's 

favor in United States v. Lee, deciding that Arlington had been confiscated without due process. 

After that decision, Congress returned the estate to him, and on March 3, 1883, Custis Lee sold it 

back to the government for $150,000 (equal to $3,221,364 in 2014) at a signing ceremony with 

Secretary of War Robert Todd Lincoln.  

The southern portion of the land now occupied by the cemetery was used during and after the 

Civil War as a settlement for freed slaves. More than 1,100 freed slaves were given land at 

Freedman's Village by the government, where they farmed and lived during and after the Civil 

War. They were evicted in 1888 when the estate was repurchased by the government and 

dedicated as a military installation. 

President Herbert Hoover conducted the first national Memorial Day ceremony in Arlington 

National Cemetery, on May 30, 1929.  

At the outbreak of the Civil War, most military personnel 

who died in battle near Washington, D.C., were buried at 

the United States Soldiers' Cemetery in Washington, D.C., 

or Alexandria Cemetery in Alexandria, Virginia, but by 

late 1863 both were nearly full. On July 16, 1862, 

Congress passed legislation authorizing the U.S. federal 

government to purchase land for national cemeteries for 

military dead, and put the U.S. Army Quartermaster 

General in charge of this program. 
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The unknown soldiers from World War II, Korea, and Vietnam were each awarded the Medal of 

Honor and all of the unknown soldiers have had their funerals presided over by the president of the 

United States. 

The Tomb guards, referred to as sentinels, have guarded the Tomb 24 hours, every day, since July 2, 

1937. The sentinels march in a specific pattern. They take 21 steps across the Tomb and then turn to 

face the Tomb for 21 seconds, before taking another 21 steps back across the Tomb. The significance 

of the number 21 is in honor of a 21-gun salute. Selection for duty as a sentinel is rigorous. Each 

candidate must meet strict height and weight requirements, possess perfect military records, and 

commit the history of Arlington National Cemetery to memory. 

Sentinel’s Creed 

My dedication to this sacred duty is total and wholehearted. 

In the responsibility bestowed on me never will I falter. 

And with dignity and perseverance my standard will remain perfection. 

Through the years of diligence and praise and the discomfort of the elements, 

I will walk my tour in humble reverence to the best of my ability. 

It is he who commands the respect I protect. 

His bravery that made us so proud. 

Surrounded by well meaning crowds by day alone in the thoughtful peace of night, 

this soldier will in honored glory rest under my eternal vigilance. 

In 1984, President Ronald Reagan presided over the interment of an unknown soldier from the 

Vietnam War. On May 14, 1998, the remains of this soldier were exhumed after the soldier was 

positively identified using DNA testing technology. The remains were identified as those of First 

Lieutenant Michael Blassie, an Air Force pilot shot down in 1972. After his remains were removed, it 

was decided that the crypt for the Vietnam unknown soldier would remain empty. 

 

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 

The Tomb of the Unknowns is located at Arlington National 

Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia. The cemetery was started during the 

Civil War on property owned by Confederate General Robert E. Lee. 

The cemetery has since grown to over 200 acres and serves as the 

final resting place for more than 300,000 people. The familiar Tomb 

sarcophagus is made of gold veined marble and is situated over the 

remains of an unknown soldier from World War I. Three additional 

marble slabs are placed over the graves of the unknown soldiers from 
World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. 

The Tomb serves as a lasting memorial to those who gave their lives 

in the defense of the United States.  The selection of the remains to be 

Laid to rest in the Tomb has traditionally been done by a Medal of 

Honor recipient who served during the same war as the deceased. 
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       Taps 
 

 

"Taps" as we hear it today began as general bugle call that replaced a previous French bugle call 

for "To Extinguish Lights" which was sounded for lights out to close the soldier's day in the mid 

1800's. The music for "Taps" is a variation of an earlier version of the general bugle call "Tattoo" 

known as the "Scott Tattoo." Written evidence of how "Taps" in its present form came to be 

suggests that Union Brigadier General Daniel Butterfield with the assistance of his brigade 

bugler, Private Oliver Wilcox Norton composed the bugle call.  

Daniel Adams Butterfield (1831-1901) was born in Utica, New York, and graduated from Union 

College at Schenectady. He was the eastern superintendent of the American Express Company in 

New York when the Civil War broke out. A Colonel in the 12th Regiment of the New York State 

Militia, he was promoted to Brigadier General and given command of the Third Brigade, First 

Division, Fifth Army Corps, Army of the Potomac. 

Written accounts in "The Century" magazine in 1898 (36 years later) by both GEN Butterfield 

and Private Norton about the origins of "Taps" reveal discrepancies but generally communicate 

the same story: 

During the Civil War, in July 1862, the Army of the Potomac was in camp at Harrisons Landing 

on the James River in Virginia following the Seven Days Battle, GEN Butterfield summoned 

Private Oliver Wilcox Norton (1839-1920) of Erie, Pennsylvania, his brigade bugler, to his tent. 

GEN Butterfield disliked the bugle call "To Extinguish Lights" feeling that it was too formal to 

signal the day's end and wanted something different. He revised an earlier version of "Tattoo" 

called "Scott Tattoo," a general bugle call used to notify the soldiers to cease the evening's 

drinking and return to their garrisons. GEN Butterfield stated in a 1898 "Century " magazine 

article, "The call of 'Taps' did not seem to be as smooth, melodious and musical as it should be, 

and I called in someone who could write music, and practiced a change in the call of 'Taps' until 

I had it suit my ear."  

PVT Norton, who on several occasions had sounded numerous new bugle calls composed by his 

commander, recalled his experience of the origin of "Taps" in an earlier August 1898 "The 

Century" magazine article: 

After getting it to his satisfaction, he directed me to sound that call for 'Taps' thereafter in place 

of the regulation call. The music was beautiful on that still summer night, and was heard far 
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beyond the limits of our Brigade. The next day I was visited by several buglers from neighboring 

Brigades, asking for copies of the music which I gladly furnished. I think no general order was 

issued from army headquarters authorizing the substitution of this for the regulation call, but as 

each brigade commander exercised his own discretion in such minor matters, the call was 

gradually taken up through the Army of the Potomac. I have been told that it was carried to the 

Western Armies by the 11th and 12th Corps, when they went to Chattanooga in the fall of 1863, 

and rapidly made its way through those armies. 

"Taps" soon spread to other units of the Union Army and was reportedly also used by the 

Confederates as well. "Taps" was made an official general bugle call after the Civil War. 

Col. James A. Moss, in his "Officer's Manual" first published in 1911, gives an account of the 

initial use of "Taps" at a military funeral: 

During the Peninsular Campaign in 1862, a soldier of Captain Tidball's Battery--"A" of the 2nd 

Artillery--was buried at a time when the battery occupied an advanced position, concealed in the 

woods. It was unsafe to fire the customary three volleys over the grave, on account of the 

proximity of the enemy, and it occurred to Captain Tidball that the sounding of Taps would be 

the most appropriate ceremony that could be substituted." The custom, thus originated, was taken 

up throughout the Army of the Potomac, and finally confirmed by orders. 

Today, "Taps" is sounded on trumpet or bugle and is heard at funerals, wreath-laying 

ceremonies, memorial services, and nightly in military installations at non-deployed locations to 

indicate that it is "lights out." When Taps is played, it is customary to salute if in uniform, or to 

place the right hand over the heart if out of uniform.  
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The National World War II Memorial is a national memorial dedicated to Americans who 

served in the armed forces and as civilians during World War II. Consisting of 56 pillars and a 

pair of small triumphal arches surrounding a plaza and fountain, it is located on the National 

Mall in Washington, D.C., on the former site of the Rainbow Pool at the eastern end of the 

Reflecting Pool, between the Lincoln Memorial and the Washington Monument. It opened to the 

public on April 29, 2004, and was dedicated by President George W. Bush on May 29, 2004, two 

days before Memorial Day. The memorial is administered by the National Park Service under its 

National Mall and Memorial Parks group.  

The memorial consists of 56 granite pillars arranged in a semicircle around a plaza with two 

triumphal arches on opposite sides. Each pillar is inscribed with the name of one of the 48 U.S. 

states of 1945, as well as the District of Columbia, the Alaska Territory and Territory of Hawaii, 

the Commonwealth of the Philippines, Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, and the U.S. 

Virgin Islands. The northern arch is inscribed with "Atlantic"; the southern one, "Pacific.  

The memorial includes two inconspicuously located "Kilroy was here" engravings. Their 

inclusion in the memorial acknowledges the significance of the symbol to American soldiers 

during World War II and how it represented their presence and protection wherever it was 

inscribed.  

 

 

On approaching the semicircle from the east, a visitor walks along one of two walls (right side 

wall and left side wall) picturing scenes of the war experience. As one approaches on the left 

(toward the Pacific arch), the scenes begin with soon-to-be servicemen getting physical exams, 

taking the oath, and being issued military gear. The reliefs progress through several iconic 

scenes, including combat and burying the dead, ending in a homecoming scene. On the right-side 

wall (toward the Atlantic arch) there is a similar progression, but with scenes generally more 

typical of the European theatre. Some scenes take place in England, depicting the preparations 

for air and sea assaults. The last scene is of a handshake between the American and Russian 

armies when the western and eastern fronts met in Germany. 

The Freedom Wall is on the west side of the memorial, with a view of the Reflecting Pool and 

Lincoln Memorial behind it. The wall has 4,048 gold stars, each representing 100 Americans 

who died in the war. In front of the wall lies the message "Here we mark the price of freedom". 

 

 

National 

World War II 

Memorial 
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The USS Arizona Memorial, located at Pearl Harbor in Honolulu, Hawaii, marks the resting 

place of 1,102 of the 1,177 sailors and marines killed on the USS Arizona (BB-39) during the 

Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941 and commemorates the events of 

that day. The attack on Pearl Harbor and the island of Oahu was the action that led to the United 

States' direct involvement in World War II. 

The memorial, built in 1962, is visited by more than two million people annually.  Accessible 

only by boat, it straddles the sunken hull of the battleship without touching it. Historical 

information about the attack, shuttle boats to and from the memorial, and general visitor services 

are available at the associated USS Arizona Memorial Visitor Center, which opened in 1980 and 

is operated by the National Park Service. The sunken remains of the battleship were declared a 

National Historic Landmark on 5 May 1989. 

During and following the end of World War II, the Arizona's wrecked superstructure was 

removed and efforts began to erect a memorial at the remaining submerged hull. The Pacific War 

Memorial Commission was created in 1949 to build a permanent memorial somewhere in 

Hawaii. Admiral Arthur W. Radford, commander of the Pacific Fleet attached a flag pole to the 

main mast of the Arizona in 1950 and began a tradition of hoisting and lowering the flag. In that 

same year a temporary memorial was built above the remaining portion of the deckhouse. 

Radford requested funds for a national memorial in 1951 and 1952 but was denied because of 

budget constraints during the Korean War. 

The Navy placed the first permanent memorial, a ten-foot-tall basalt stone and plaque, over the 

mid-ship deckhouse on December 7, 1955. President Dwight D. Eisenhower approved the 

creation of a National Memorial in 1958.  

  

The USS Arizona Memorial 

Pearl Harbor 
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During planning stages, the ultimate purpose of the memorial was the subject of competing 

visions. Some were eager to keep it a tribute to the sailors of the Arizona, while others 

anticipated a dedication to all the war dead of the Pacific theater. In the end, the legislation 

authorizing and funding the memorial (HR 44, 1961) declared that the Arizona would "be 

maintained in honor and commemoration of the members of the Armed Forces of the United 

States who gave their lives to their country during the attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on 

December 7, 1941.” 

The national memorial was designed by Honolulu architect Alfred Preis who had been detained 

at Sand Island at the start of the war as an enemy of the country because of his Austrian birth. 

The United States Navy specified that the memorial be in the form of a bridge floating above the 

ship and accommodating 200 people.  

The 184-foot (56 m)-long structure has two peaks at each end connected by a sag in the center of 

the structure. It represents the height of American pride before the war, the sudden depression of 

a nation after the attack and the rise of American power to new heights after the war. Critics 

initially called the design a "squashed milk carton". 

The architecture of the USS Arizona Memorial is explained by Preis as, "Wherein the structure 

sags in the center but stands strong and vigorous at the ends, expresses initial defeat and ultimate 

victory ... The overall effect is one of serenity. Overtones of sadness have been omitted to permit 

the individual to contemplate his own personal responses ... his innermost feelings."  
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The Marine Corps War Memorial (also called the Iwo Jima Memorial) is a United States 

military monument outside the walls of Arlington National Cemetery and next to the Netherlands 

Carillon, in Arlington Ridge Park, Arlington, Virginia. The memorial is dedicated to all 

personnel of the United States Marine Corps who have died in the defense of the United States 

since 1775. 

The memorial features the statues of the six servicemen who raised the second U.S. flag on 

Mount Suribachi during the Battle of Iwo Jima in World War II, on February 23, 1945, five 

Marines and one Navy corpsman: Sergeant Michael Strank, Corporal Harlon Block, Private First 

Class Rene Gagnon, Private First Class Ira Hayes, Private First Class Franklin Sousley, and 

Pharmacist Mate Second Class John Bradley (USN). 

The design of the massive sculpture by Felix de Weldon was based on the iconic photograph of 

the raising of the second flag (replaced smaller flag) on Mount Suribachi by Associated Press 

photographer Joe Rosenthal. Upon first seeing the photograph in 1945, de Weldon created his 

maquette for the sculpture, a wax model of the image, during a single weekend. It was presented 

at Congress to encourage funding. 

Funding was not possible during the war. In 1947 a federal foundation was established to raise 

funds for the bronze statue proposed by de Weldon. 

In 1951, work commenced on creating a commissioned, cast bronze memorial based on the 

photograph, with the figures 32 feet (9.8 m) tall and the flagpole 60 feet (18 m) long. The 

location and date of every major United States Marine Corps engagement up to the present are 

inscribed around the base of the memorial.  

The granite base of the memorial bears two inscriptions: 

 "In Honor And Memory Of The Men Of The United States Marine Corps Who Have 

Given Their Lives To Their Country Since 10 November 1775" 

 "Uncommon Valor Was A Common Virtue" (a tribute by Admiral Chester Nimitz to the 

fighting men on Iwo Jima) 

The official dedication of the memorial by President Dwight D. Eisenhower occurred on 

November 10, 1954, the 179th anniversary of the Marine Corps. In 1961, President John F. 

Kennedy issued a proclamation that a Flag of the United States should fly from the memorial 24 

hours a day, one of the few official sites where this is required. 

 

Marine Corp 
War Memorial 
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First unveiled on November 13, 1982, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial remains an atypical war 

monument. Its main feature, a V-shaped wall inscribed with the names of over 58,000 U.S. 

soldiers killed during the Vietnam War, lacks heroic or patriotic symbols, and its polished black 

granite façade contrasts with the white marble statues and structures surrounding it on the 

National Mall.  

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial was built without government funds. 

Jan C. Scruggs, a wounded Vietnam War vet, studied what is now called post-traumatic stress 

disorder upon his return to the United States. Within a few years, he began calling for a 

memorial to help with the healing process for the roughly 3 million Americans who served in the 

conflict. After watching the movie “The Deer Hunter,” Scruggs apparently stepped up his 

activism even further using $2,800 of his own money to form the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

Fund in 1979. Many politicians expressed their support, and the U.S. Congress passed legislation 

reserving three acres in the northwest corner of the National Mall for a future monument. All 

donations, however, came from the private sector. Bob Hope and other celebrities lent a hand 

with fundraising, and by 1981 some 275,000 Americans, along with corporations, foundations, 

veterans groups, civic organizations and labor unions, had given $8.4 million to the project. 

A college student won the memorial’s design contest. 

Having raised the necessary cash, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund next held a design 

contest. The guidelines stipulated that the memorial should contain the names of every American 

who died in Vietnam or remained missing in action, make no political statement about the war, 

be in harmony with its surroundings and be contemplative in character. Over 1,400 submissions 

came in, to be judged anonymously by a panel of eight artists and designers. In the end, the panel 

passed over every professional architect in favor of 21-year-old Yale University student Maya 

Lin, who had created her design for a class. “From the very beginning I often wondered, if it had 

not been an anonymous entry 1026 but rather an entry by Maya Lin, would I have been 

selected?” she would later write. 
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The memorial was originally quite controversial. Many people commended Lin’s winning 

design, with a former ambassador to South Vietnam calling it a “distinguished and fitting mark 

of respect” and the New York Times saying it conveyed “the only point about the war on which 

people may agree: that those who died should be remembered.” But others lambasted it as an 

insult. Author Tom Wolfe called it “a tribute to [anti-war activist] Jane Fonda,” Vietnam veteran 

Jim Webb, a future U.S. Senator, referred to it as “a nihilistic slab of stone,” and political 

commentator Pat Buchanan accused one of the design judges of being a communist. Some critics 

even resorted to racially insulting Lin, the daughter of Chinese immigrants. Eventually, a 

compromise was reached—against Lin’s wishes—under which a U.S. flag and a statue of three 

servicemen were dedicated near the wall in 1984. Nine years later, yet another sculpture of three 

women caring for an injured soldier was added. Not only did the controversy quickly quiet 

down, but the Vietnam Veterans Memorial has since become both widely praised and wildly 

popular. “It is still far and away the greatest memorial of modern times—the most beautiful, the 

most heart-wrenching, the most subtle, and the most powerful,” a Vanity Fair commentator 

wrote earlier this year. 

Names are still being added to the memorial. 

When the Vietnam Veterans Memorial was first dedicated, Lin’s wall contained the names of 

57,939 American servicemen believed to have lost their lives in the Vietnam War. But since 

then, that number has jumped to 58,282.  

Offerings are left at the memorial nearly every day. 

Tens of thousands of so-called artifacts have been intentionally left at the memorial since its 

opening, including letters, POW/MIA commemorative bracelets, military medals, dog tags, 

religious items and photographs. One person even left behind a motorcycle. Rangers from the 

National Park Service collect these items every day and, with the exception of unaltered U.S. 

flags and perishables, send them to a storage facility in Maryland. Though that facility is not 

open to the public, certain memorial artifacts are put on view as part of traveling exhibits. Such 

artifacts will also be displayed at an education center scheduled for completion in 2014. 
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The Vietnam Women's Memorial was dedicated on the 

National Mall on Nov. 11, 1993 and honors the 265,000 

women who risked their lives to care for this country’s 

wounded and dying during the Vietnam War. The 2,000 

pound bronze structure stands 15 feet tall and is located 

at the west end of the National Mall, directly across from 

the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Three symbolic women 

of service and one injured soldier are depicted in the 

memorial, standing atop a mound of sandbags. One 

woman looks up as one prays and the other cares for the 

wounded man. 

The Vietnam Women’s Memorial project was not swiftly 

approved and required three federal commissions and 

two separate pieces of Congressional legislation. In sum, 

it took ten years for the vision to become a reality. The 

memorial’s sculptor is Glenna Goodacre, whose work 

aims to convey the strength and courage of the women 

who served.  

 

"VIETNAM WOMEN'S MEMORIAL" 



“Vietnam Flowers” 

(by dnewell004) 

 

Here is a little history balm, that some might want to know. 

Some facts what the Vietnam, Memorial Wall does show. 

Fifty Eight Thousand Two, Hundred Sixty Seven, 

Names of men & women who, were killed & went to heaven. 

 

1000 troops were taken on, Vietnam’s first day score, 

And almost 15 hundred gone, the last day of the war. 

30 thousand K.I.A.'s, were twenty, twenty one & two 

And 43 hundred life's were razed, all 19 boot camp new. 

 

23 thousand were eighteen, both Army and Marine 

And 12 killed, so obscene were each, a 17 year old teen. 

5 were 16, blood was spilled and all still pretty green. 

Then finally, Dan Bullock was killed, a child of just 15. 

 

Upon those black & polished tons, of granite long & tall, 

3 sets of fathers and of sons, are written on that wall. 

31 parents lost two sons and 62 killed were brothers. 

8 women listed were the ones, that nursed the wounds of others. 

 

I’m haunted by the mass of death, all men and women strong. 

Such terrible waste, so young of breath, all friends, now are gone. 

Father, husband, wife and son, mother daughter, sister too. 

The wall holds death of every one, from Vietnam, to view. 

 

In all their pain and blood that spilt, where most did not survive. 

I weep upon that wall with guilt, because I’m still alive. 

I feel the terrible ugly pain and I suffer from the horrors. 

There are no noble wars made sane, just noble warriors. 
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The Korean War Veterans Memorial 

 

The Korean War Veterans Memorial is located near the Lincoln Memorial on the National Mall 

in Washington, DC. It was dedicated on July 27, 1995. The memorial commemorates the 

sacrifices of the 5.8 million Americans who served in the U.S. armed services during the three-

year period of the Korean War. The war was one of the most hard fought in our history. During 

its relatively short duration from June 25, 1950 to July 27, 1953, 54,246 Americans died in 

support of their country. Of these, 8,200 are listed as missing in action or lost or buried at sea. In 

addition 103,284 were wounded during the conflict. 

The Statues 

 

 

The 19 stainless steel statues were sculpted by Frank Gaylord of Barre, VT and cast by Tallix 

Foundries of Beacon, NY. They are approximately seven feet tall and represent an ethnic cross 

section of America. The advance party has 14 Army, 3 Marine, 1 Navy and 1 Air Force 

members. The statues stand in patches of Juniper bushes and are separated by polished granite 

strips, which give a semblance of order and symbolize the rice paddies of Korea. The troops 

wear ponchos covering their weapons and equipment. The ponchos seem to blow in the cold 

winds of Korea.  
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The Mural Wall 

 

 

 

The Mural Wall was designed by Louis Nelson of New York, NY and fabricated by Cold Spring 

Granite Company, Cold Spring, MN. The muralist, sculptor and architect worked closely to 

create a two-dimensional work of art adjacent to the three-dimensional statues. The wall consists 

of 41 panels extending 164 feet. Over 2,400 photographs of the Korean War were obtained from 

the National Archives. They were enhanced by computer to give a uniform lighting effect and 

the desired size. The mural, representing those forces supporting the foot soldier, depicts Army, 

Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force and Coast Guard personnel and their equipment. The etchings 

are arranged to give a wavy appearance in harmony with the layout of the statues. The reflective 

quality of the Academy Black Granite creates the image of a total of 38 statues, symbolic of the 

38th Parallel and the 38 months of the war. When viewed from afar, it also creates the 

appearance of the mountain ranges of Korea.  
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The Women in Military Service for 

America Memorial 
 

 

The Women in Military Service for America Memorial is a memorial established by the U.S. 

federal government which honors women who have served in the United States Armed Forces. 

The memorial is located at the western end of Memorial Avenue at the entrance to Arlington 

National Cemetery in Arlington County, Virginia, in the United States. The structure in which 

the memorial is housed was originally known as the Hemicycle, and built in 1932 to be a 

ceremonial entrance to the cemetery. It never served this purpose, and was in disrepair by 1986. 

Congress approved the memorial in 1985, and the Hemicycle approved as the site for the 

memorial in 1988. An open design competition was won by New York architects Marion Weiss 

and Michael Manfredi. Their original design was leaked to the public, and caused significant 

controversy. Two years of fund-raising and design revision followed. A revised preliminary 

design was approved in July 1992, and the final design in March 1995. Ground was broken for 

the memorial in June 1995, and the structure dedicated on October 18, 1997.  
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The National Anthem 
The U.S. National Anthem, The Star-Spangled Banner, was written in 1814 by Francis Scott 

Key.   Key was sent to the British fleet in Chesapeake Bay during the War of 1812 to secure the 

release of Dr. William Beanes on September 13, 1814. Beanes was captured by the British 

during their raid on Washington D.C. Key was able to retrieve Beanes, but because the British 

were preparing to bombard Baltimore's Fort McHenry, his ship was detained. The commander of 

Fort McHenry, Major George Armistead, knew his fort would be a big and welcoming target for 

the British warships. He had a special, oversized flag made for the fort (which at the time had 

fifteen stars and fifteen stripes), and it flew for over a year before the night of the bombardment 

that inspired Key. 

Anchored eight miles from the Fort, Key waited for the British to wage and finish their attack on 

the Fort. The ships used long-range, high-trajectory guns to fire at the fort. Though it tried to 

return fire, the Fort's cannon were too small to reach the attackers. The attack proceeded through 

the night and the Americans waited on the detained ship to see if the fort had been captured. As 

dawn broke, Key watched the fort through a telescope. There he saw the large flag Armistead 

had had made, flying in the breeze. Key jotted some notes on the back of a letter he had in his 

pocket, and later in his hotel room in Baltimore, completed a poem, an ode to the sights he'd 

seen. 

The poem was published on handbills on September 20, 1814, and put to the music of the British 

tune "To Anacreon in Heaven". The Army and Navy adopted the song and considered it the 

national anthem, though it did not acquire that official distinction until 1916 when Woodrow 

Wilson declared it such by executive order, and in 1931 when it was declared as such by law (36 

USC 301). 

The full anthem is presented below, though normally only the first verse is sung. 
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O say, can you see, by the dawn's early light, 

What so proudly we hail'd at the twilight's last gleaming? 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro' the perilous fight, 

O'er the ramparts we watch'd, were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof thro' the night that our flag was still there. 

O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

On the shore dimly seen thro' the mists of the deep, 

Where the foe's haughty host in dread silence reposes, 

What is that which the breeze, o'er the towering steep, 

As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses? 

Now it catches the gleam of the morning's first beam, 

In full glory reflected, now shines on the stream: 

'Tis the star-spangled banner: O, long may it wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 

And where is that band who so vauntingly swore 

That the havoc of war and the battle's confusion, 

A home and a country should leave us no more? 

Their blood has wash'd out their foul footsteps' pollution. 

No refuge could save the hireling and slave 

From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave: 

And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

O thus be it ever when free-men shall stand 

Between their lov'd home and the war's desolation; 

Blest with vict'ry and peace, may the heav'n-rescued land 

Praise the Pow'r that hath made and preserv'd us a nation! 

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 

And this be our motto: "In God is our trust!" 

And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 
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On January 1, 1776, the Continental Army was reorganized in accordance with a Congressional 

resolution which placed American forces under George Washington's control. On that New 

Year's Day the Continental Army was laying siege to Boston which had been taken over by the 

British Army. Washington ordered the Grand Union flag hoisted above his base at Prospect Hill. 

It had 13 alternate red and white stripes and the British Union Jack in the upper left-hand corner 

(the canton).  

In May of 1776, Betsy Ross reported that she sewed the first American flag.  

 

On June 14, 1777, in order to establish an official flag for the new nation, the Continental 

Congress passed the first Flag Act: "Resolved, That the flag of the United States be made of 

thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, 

representing a new Constellation."  

 

Between 1777 and 1960, Congress passed several acts that changed the shape, design and 

arrangement of the flag and allowed for additional stars and stripes to be added to reflect the 

admission of each new state.  

 Act of January 13, 1794 - provided for 15 stripes and 15 stars after May 1795.  

 Act of April 4, 1818 - provided for 13 stripes and one star for each state, to be added to 

the flag on the 4th of July following the admission of each new state, signed by President 

Monroe.  

 Executive Order of President Taft dated June 24, 1912 - established proportions of the 

flag and provided for arrangement of the stars in six horizontal rows of eight each, a 

single point of each star to be upward.  

 Executive Order of President Eisenhower dated January 3, 1959 - provided for the 

arrangement of the stars in seven rows of seven stars each, staggered horizontally and 

vertically.  

 Executive Order of President Eisenhower dated August 21, 1959 - provided for the 

arrangement of the stars in nine rows of stars staggered horizontally and eleven rows of 

stars staggered vertically.  

 

Today the flag consists of thirteen horizontal stripes, seven red alternating with 6 white. The 

 

 

The Flag 

& 

Flag Day 
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stripes represent the original 13 colonies, the stars represent the 50 states of the Union. The 

colors of the flag are symbolic as well: Red symbolizes Hardiness and Valor, White symbolizes 

Purity and Innocence and Blue represents Vigilance, Perseverance and Justice.  

The idea of an annual day specifically celebrating the Flag is believed to have first originated in 

1885. BJ Cigrand, a schoolteacher, arranged for the pupils in the Fredonia, Wisconsin Public 

School, District 6, to observe June 14 (the 108th anniversary of the official adoption of The Stars 

and Stripes) as 'Flag Birthday'. In numerous magazines and newspaper articles and public 

addresses over the following years, Cigrand continued to enthusiastically advocate the 

observance of June 14 as 'Flag Birthday', or 'Flag Day'.  

On June 14, 1889, George Balch, a kindergarten teacher in New York City, planned appropriate 

ceremonies for the children of his school, and his idea of observing Flag Day was later adopted 

by the State Board of Education of New York. On June 14, 1891, the Betsy Ross House in 

Philadelphia held a Flag Day celebration, and on June 14 of the following year, the New York 

Society of the Sons of the Revolution, celebrated Flag Day.  

Following the suggestion of Colonel J Granville Leach (at the time historian of the Pennsylvania 

Society of the Sons of the Revolution), the Pennsylvania Society of Colonial Dames of America 

on April 25, 1893 adopted a resolution requesting the mayor of Philadelphia and all others in 

authority and all private citizens to display the Flag on June 14th. Leach went on to recommend 

that thereafter the day be known as 'Flag Day', and on that day, school children be assembled for 

appropriate exercises, with each child being given a small Flag.  

Two weeks later on May 8th, the Board of Managers of the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the 

Revolution unanimously endorsed the action of the Pennsylvania Society of Colonial Dames. As 

a result of the resolution, Dr. Edward Brooks, then Superintendent of Public Schools of 

Philadelphia, directed that Flag Day exercises be held on June 14, 1893 in Independence Square. 

School children were assembled, each carrying a small Flag, and patriotic songs were sung and 

addresses delivered.  

In 1894, the governor of New York directed that on June 14 the Flag be displayed on all public 

buildings. With BJ Cigrand and Leroy Van Horn as the moving spirits, the Illinois organization, 

known as the American Flag Day Association, was organized for the purpose of promoting the 

holding of Flag Day exercises. On June 14th, 1894, under the auspices of this association, the 

first general public school children's celebration of Flag Day in Chicago was held in Douglas, 

Garfield, Humboldt, Lincoln, and Washington Parks, with more than 300,000 children 

participating.  

Inspired by these three decades of state and local celebrations, Flag Day - the anniversary of the 

Flag Resolution of 1777 - was officially established by the Proclamation of President Woodrow 

Wilson on May 30th, 1916. While Flag Day was celebrated in various communities for years 

after Wilson's proclamation, it was not until August 3rd, 1949, that President Truman signed an 

Act of Congress designating June 14th of each year as National Flag Day.  
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                                 "OLD GLORY" 
 

 

 

This famous name was coined by Captain William Driver, a shipmaster of Salem, Massachusetts, 

in 1831. As he was leaving on one of his many voyages aboard the brig CHARLES DOGGETT - 

and this one would climax with the rescue of the mutineers of the BOUNTY - some friends 

presented him with a beautiful flag of twenty four stars. As the banner opened to the ocean 

breeze for the first time, he exclaimed "Old Glory!"  

He retired to Nashville in 1837, taking his treasured flag from his sea days with him. By the time 

the Civil War erupted, most everyone in and around Nashville recognized Captain Driver's "Old 

Glory." When Tennessee seceded from the Union, Rebels were determined to destroy his flag, 

but repeated searches revealed no trace of the hated banner.  

Then on February 25th, 1862, Union forces captured Nashville and raised the American flag over 

the capital. It was a rather small ensign and immediately folks began asking Captain Driver if 

"Old Glory" still existed. Happy to have soldiers with him this time, Captain Driver went home 

and began ripping at the seams of his bedcover. As the stitches holding the quilt-top to the 

batting unraveled, the onlookers peered inside and saw the 24-starred original "Old Glory"!  

Captain Driver gently gathered up the flag and returned with the soldiers to the capitol. Though 

he was sixty years old, the Captain climbed up to the tower to replace the smaller banner with his 

beloved flag. The Sixth Ohio Regiment cheered and saluted - and later adopted the nickname 

"Old Glory" as their own,  telling and re-telling the story of Captain Driver's devotion to the flag 

we honor yet today.  

Captain Driver's grave is located in the old Nashville City Cemetery, and is one of three (3) 

places authorized by act of Congress where the Flag of the United States may be flown 24 hours 

a day.  
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                                    Pledge of Allegiance 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance received official recognition by Congress in an Act approved on June 22, 1942. 

However, the pledge was first published in 1892 in the Youth's Companion magazine in Boston, 

Massachusetts to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the discovery of America, and was first used in public 

schools to celebrate Columbus Day on October 12, 1892. 
In its original version, the pledge read "my flag" instead of "the flag of the United States." the change in 

the wording was adopted by the National Flag Conference in 1923. The rationale for the change was that 

it prevented ambiguity among foreign-born children and adults who might have the flag of their native 

land in mind when reciting the pledge. 

The phrase "under God" was added to the pledge by a Congressional act approved on June 14, 1954. At 

that time, President Eisenhower said: 

"in this way we are reaffirming the transcendence of religious faith in America's heritage and future; in 

this way we shall constantly strengthen those spiritual weapons which forever will be our country's most 

powerful resource in peace and war." 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

"I PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND TO 

THE REPUBLIC FOR WHICH IT STANDS, ONE NATION UNDER GOD, INDIVISIBLE, WITH 

LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL." 

 

 

           Bald Eagle 
 

 

On June 20, 1782, the Second Continental Congress established the Bald Eagle as our National 

Symbol.  The Bald Eagle was chosen to represent this country for its virtue, purity, innocence, power, 

bravery, justice, and perseverance.  Benjamin Franklin had preferred the wild turkey, but the majority 

prevailed, selecting the Bald Eagle instead. 

When Apollo 11 first landed Americans on the moon on July 16, 1969, astronaut Neil Armstrong’s first 

words as he stepped onto the moon’s surface was, “The Eagle has landed”.  Do you think that sounded 

better than, “The Turkey has landed”?  
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                Uncle Sam 

 
 

 

On September 7
th
, 1813, the United States gets its nickname, Uncle Sam. The name is linked to 

Samuel Wilson, a meat packer from Troy, New York, who supplied barrels of beef to the United 

States Army during the War of 1812. Wilson (1766-1854) stamped the barrels with "U.S." for 

United States, but soldiers began referring to the grub as "Uncle Sam's." The local newspaper 

picked up on the story and Uncle Sam eventually gained widespread acceptance as the nickname 

for the U.S. federal government. 

In the late 1860s and 1870s, political cartoonist Thomas Nast (1840-1902) began popularizing 

the image of Uncle Sam. Nast continued to evolve the image, eventually giving Sam the white 

beard and stars-and-stripes suit that are associated with the character today. The German-born 

Nast was also credited with creating the modern image of Santa Claus as well as coming up with 

the donkey as a symbol for the Democratic Party and the elephant as a symbol for the 

Republicans. Nast also famously lampooned the corruption of New York City's Tammany Hall 

in his editorial cartoons and was, in part, responsible for the downfall of Tammany leader 

William Tweed. 

Perhaps the most famous image of Uncle Sam was created by artist James Montgomery Flagg 

(1877-1960). In Flagg's version, Uncle Sam wears a tall top hat and blue jacket and is pointing 

straight ahead at the viewer. During World War I, this portrait of Sam with the words "I Want 

You For The U.S. Army" was used as a recruiting poster. The image, which became immensely 

popular, was first used on the cover of Leslie's Weekly in July 1916 with the title "What Are You 

Doing for Preparedness?" The poster was widely distributed and has subsequently been re-used 

numerous times with different captions. 

In September 1961, the U.S. Congress recognized Samuel Wilson as "the progenitor of 

America's national symbol of Uncle Sam." Wilson died at age 88 in 1854, and was buried next to 

his wife Betsey Mann in the Oakwood Cemetery in Troy, New York, the town that calls itself 

"The Home of Uncle Sam."  
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21 Gun Salute 

 

 

 

 

 

The use of gun salutes for military occasions is traced to early warriors who demonstrated their 

peaceful intentions by placing their weapons in a position that rendered them ineffective. 

Apparently this custom was universal, with the specific act varying with time and place, 

depending on the weapons being used. A North African tribe, for example, trailed the points of 

their spears on the ground to indicate that they did not mean to be hostile.  

The tradition of rendering a salute by cannon originated in the 14th century as firearms and 

cannons came into use. Since these early devices contained only one projectile, discharging them 

once rendered them ineffective. Originally warships fired seven-gun salutes--the number seven 

probably selected because of its astrological and Biblical significance. Seven planets had been 

identified and the phases of the moon changed every seven days. The Bible states that God rested 

on the seventh day after Creation, that every seventh year was sabbatical and that the seven times 

seventh year ushered in the Jubilee year. 

Land batteries, having a greater supply of gunpowder, were able to fire three guns for every shot 

fired afloat, hence the salute by shore batteries was 21 guns. The multiple of three probably was 

chosen because of the mystical significance of the number three in many ancient civilizations. 

Early gunpowder, composed mainly of sodium nitrate, spoiled easily at sea, but could be kept 

cooler and drier in land magazines. When potassium nitrate improved the quality of gunpowder, 

ships at sea adopted the salute of 21 guns. 

The 21-gun salute became the highest honor a nation rendered. Varying customs among the 

maritime powers led to confusion in saluting and return of salutes. Great Britain, the world's 

preeminent seapower in the 18th and 19th centuries, compelled weaker nations to salute first, and 

for a time monarchies received more guns than did republics. Eventually, by agreement, the 

international salute was established at 21 guns, although the United States did not agree on this 

procedure until August 1875.  

The gun salute system of the United States has changed considerably over the years. In 1810, the 

"national salute" was defined by the War Department as equal to the number of states in the 
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Union--at that time 17. This salute was fired by all U.S. military installations at 1:00 p.m. (later 

at noon) on Independence Day. The President also received a salute equal to the number of states 

whenever he visited a military installation. 

In 1842, the Presidential salute was formally established at 21 guns. In 1890, regulations 

designated the "national salute" as 21 guns and redesignated the traditional Independence Day 

salute, the "Salute to the Union," equal to the number of states. Fifty guns are also fired on all 

military installations equipped to do so at the close of the day of the funeral of a President, ex-

President, or President-elect. 

Today the national salute of 21 guns is fired in honor of a national flag, the sovereign or chief of 

state of a foreign nation, a member of a reigning royal family, and the President, ex-President 

and President-elect of the United States. It is also fired at noon of the day of the funeral of a 

President, ex-President, or President-elect. 

Gun salutes are also rendered to other military and civilian leaders of this and other nations. The 

number of guns is based on their protocol rank. These salutes are always in odd numbers.  
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On June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee brought what came to be called the Lee Resolution before 

the Continental Congress. This resolution stated “these United Colonies are, and of right ought to 

be, free and independent states…” Congress debated independence for several days. Four days 

later, a committee made up of John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, Robert R. 

Livingston, and Thomas Jefferson was given the job of drafting a formal declaration of 

independence. The Committee of Five gave the task of writing the declaration to Jefferson. 

The declaration contained 3 sections: a general statement of natural rights theory and the purpose 

of government, a list of grievances against the British King, and the declaration of independence 

from England. More than 20 years later, the Second, Third, Fourth, and Sixth Amendments to the 

Constitution would contain prohibitions against the government to prevent the same forms of 

tyranny as were listed as grievances. Jefferson’s writing was influenced by George Mason’s 

Virginia Declaration of Rights, as well as by his study of natural rights theory and the writings of 

John Locke, including Two Treatises of Government. Jefferson’s draft was edited by Franklin 

and Adams, and the final draft was presented to Congress just over two weeks later. 

On July 2, 1776, the Continental Congress voted to declare independence from England. 

Congress made several changes to the wording of Jefferson’s draft, including removing 

references condemning slavery. On July 4, 1776 the Declaration of Independence was adopted. It 

was signed by John Hancock, the President of the Continental Congress, that day. The rest of the 

Congress signed two months later. By affixing their names to the document, the signers 

courageously pledged to each other their “lives…fortunes…and sacred honor.” 

The Declaration of Independence is considered by many to the philosophical foundation of 

American freedom. It has been quoted by Americans as various as Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 

Abraham Lincoln, and Martin Luther King, Jr. who have referenced it as a beacon of hope for all 

people everywhere. 

The full text of the declaration is available below as well as the 56 signees. 

 

 

 

Declaration 
of 

Independence 
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The Declaration of Independence (1776) – Full Text 

IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776. 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the 

political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the 

earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle 

them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes 

which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 

of Happiness.–That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their 

just powers from the consent of the governed, –That whenever any Form of Government 

becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to 

institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in 

such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, 

indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and 

transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to 

suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they 

are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same 

Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, 

to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.–Such has 

been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains 

them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great 

Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the 

establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a 

candid world. 

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good. 

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless 

suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has 

utterly neglected to attend to them. 

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless 

those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable 

to them and formidable to tyrants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the 

depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with 

his measures.  
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He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his 

invasions on the rights of the people. 

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the 

Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their 

exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from 

without, and convulsions within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the 

Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations 

hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. 

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing 

Judiciary powers. 

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount 

and payment of their salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our 

people, and eat out their substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our 

legislatures. 

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and 

unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation: 

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should 

commit on the Inhabitants of these States: 

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: 

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury: 

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences 

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein 

an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and 

fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:  
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For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the 

Forms of our Governments: 

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate 

for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against 

us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our 

people. 

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of 

death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely 

paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their 

Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their 

Hands. 

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the 

inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an 

undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. 

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: 

Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is 

thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.  

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them from 

time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We 

have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have 

appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our 

common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our 

connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of 

consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, 

and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, 

Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, 

in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and 

declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; 

that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection 

between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free 

and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, 

establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right 
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do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine 

Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 

The 56 signatures on the Declaration appear in the positions indicated: 

Georgia: Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton 

North Carolina: William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn 

South Carolina: Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton 

Massachusetts: John Hancock 

Maryland: Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll of Carrollton 

Virginia: George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Thomas 

Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton 

Pennsylvania: Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer, 

James Smith, George Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross 

Delaware: Caesar Rodney, George Read, Thomas McKean 

New York: William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis Lewis, Lewis Morris 

New Jersey: Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham 

Clark 

New Hampshire: Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple 

Massachusetts: Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry 

Rhode Island: Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery 

Connecticut: Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Oliver Wolcott 

New Hampshire: Matthew Thornton 
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The U.S. Constitution established America’s national government and fundamental laws, and guaranteed 

certain basic rights for its citizens. It was signed on September 17, 1787, by delegates to the 

Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, presided over by George Washington. Under America’s first 

governing document, the Articles of Confederation, the national government was weak and states 

operated like independent countries. At the 1787 convention, delegates devised a plan for a stronger 

federal government with three branches–executive, legislative and judicial–along with a system of checks 

and balances to ensure no single branch would have too much power. The Bill of Rights–10 amendments 

guaranteeing basic individual protections such as freedom of speech and religion–became part of the 

Constitution in 1791. To date, there have been a total of 27 constitutional amendments. 

America’s first constitution, the Articles of Confederation, was ratified in 1781, a time when the nation 

was a loose confederation of states, each operating like independent countries. The national government 

was comprised of a single legislature, the Congress of the Confederation; there was no president or 

judicial branch. The Articles of Confederation gave Congress the power to govern foreign affairs, conduct 

war and regulate currency; however, in reality these powers were sharply limited because Congress had 

no authority to enforce its requests to the states for money or troops. 

On May 25, 1787, the Constitutional Convention opened in Philadelphia at the Pennsylvania 

State House, now known as Independence Hall, where the Declaration of Independence had been 

adopted 11 years earlier. There were 55 delegates in attendance, representing all 13 states except 

Rhode Island, which refused to send representatives because it did not want a powerful central 

government interfering in its economic business. George Washington, who’d become a national 

hero after leading the Continental Army to victory during the American Revolution, was selected 

as president of the convention by unanimous vote. 

The delegates (who also became known as the “framers” of the Constitution) were a well-

educated group that included merchants, farmers, bankers and lawyers. Many had served in the 

Continental Army, colonial legislatures or the Continental Congress (known as the Congress of 

the Confederation as of 1781). In terms of religious affiliation, most were Protestants. Eight 

delegates were signers of the Declaration of Independence, while six had signed the Articles of 

Confederation.  

 

Constitution 

Of the 

United States 
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At age 81, Pennsylvania’s Benjamin Franklin (1706-90) was the oldest delegate, while the 

majority of the delegates were in their 30s and 40s. Political leaders not in attendance at the 

convention included Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) and John Adams (1735-1826), who were 

serving as U.S. ambassadors in Europe. John Jay (1745-1829), Samuel Adams (1722-1803) and 

John Hancock (1737-93) were also absent from the convention. Virginia’s Patrick Henry (1736-

99) was chosen to be a delegate but refused to attend the convention because he didn’t want to 

give the central government more power, fearing it would endanger the rights of states and 

individuals. 

Reporters and other visitors were barred from the convention sessions, which were held in secret 

to avoid outside pressures. However, Virginia’s James Madison (1751-1836) kept a detailed 

account of what transpired behind closed doors. (In 1837, Madison’s widow Dolley sold some of 

his papers, including his notes from the convention debates, to the federal government for 

$30,000.) 

The delegates had been tasked by Congress with amending the Articles of Confederation; 

however, they soon began deliberating proposals for an entirely new form of government. After 

intensive debate, which continued throughout the summer of 1787 and at times threatened to 

derail the proceedings, they developed a plan that established three branches of national 

government–executive, legislative and judicial. A system of checks and balances was put into 

place so that no single branch would have too much authority. The specific powers and 

responsibilities of each branch were also laid out. 

Among the more contentious issues was the question of state representation in the national 

legislature. Delegates from larger states wanted population to determine how many 

representatives a state could send to Congress, while small states called for equal representation. 

The issue was resolved by the Connecticut Compromise, which proposed a bicameral legislature 

with proportional representation of the states in the lower house (House of Representatives) and 

equal representation in the upper house (Senate). 

Another controversial topic was slavery. Although some northern states had already started to 

outlaw the practice, they went along with the southern states’ insistence that slavery was an issue 

for individual states to decide and should be kept out of the Constitution. Many northern 

delegates believed that without agreeing to this, the South wouldn’t join the Union. For the 

purposes of taxation and determining how many representatives a state could send to Congress, it 

was decided that slaves would be counted as three-fifths of a person. Additionally, it was agreed 

that Congress wouldn’t be allowed to prohibit the slave trade before 1808, and states were 

required to return fugitive slaves to their owners. 

By September 1787, the convention’s five-member Committee of Style (Hamilton, Madison, 

William Samuel Johnson of Connecticut, Gouverneur Morris of New York, Rufus King of 

Massachusetts) had drafted the final text of the Constitution, which consisted of some 4,200 

words. On September 17, George Washington was the first to sign the document. Of the 55 

delegates, a total of 39 signed; some had already left Philadelphia, and three–George Mason 

(1725-92) and Edmund Randolph (1753-1813) of Virginia, and Elbridge Gerry (1744-1813) of 
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Massachusetts–refused to approve the document. In order for the Constitution to become law, it 

then had to be ratified by nine of the 13 states. 

James Madison and Alexander Hamilton, with assistance from John Jay, wrote a series of essays 

to persuade people to ratify the Constitution. The 85 essays, known collectively as “The 

Federalist” (or “The Federalist Papers”), detailed how the new government would work, and 

were published under the pseudonym Publius (Latin for “public”) in newspapers across the states 

starting in the fall of 1787. (People who supported the Constitution became known as Federalists, 

while those opposed it because they thought it gave too much power to the national government 

were called Anti-Federalists.) 

Beginning on December 7, 1787, five states–Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia and 

Connecticut–ratified the Constitution in quick succession. However, other states, especially 

Massachusetts, opposed the document, as it failed to reserve undelegated powers to the states and 

lacked constitutional protection of basic political rights, such as freedom of speech, religion and 

the press. In February 1788, a compromise was reached under which Massachusetts and other 

states would agree to ratify the document with the assurance that amendments would be 

immediately proposed. The Constitution was thus narrowly ratified in Massachusetts, followed 

by Maryland and South Carolina. On June 21, 1788, New Hampshire became the ninth state to 

ratify the document, and it was subsequently agreed that government under the U.S. Constitution 

would begin on March 4, 1789. George Washington was inaugurated as America’s first president 

on April 30, 1789. In June of that same year, Virginia ratified the Constitution, and New York 

followed in July. On February 2, 1790, the U.S. Supreme Court held its first session, marking the 

date when the government was fully operative. 

Rhode Island, the last holdout of the original 13 states, finally ratified the Constitution on May 

29, 1790. 

The Bill of Rights  

In 1789, Madison, then a member of the newly established U.S. House of Representatives, 

introduced 19 amendments to the Constitution. On September 25, 1789, Congress adopted 12 of 

the amendments and sent them to the states for ratification. Ten of these amendments, known 

collectively as the Bill of Rights, were ratified and became part of the Constitution on December 

10, 1791. The Bill of Rights guarantees individuals certain basic protections as citizens, 

including freedom of speech, religion and the press; the right to bear and keep arms; the right to 

peaceably assemble; protection from unreasonable search and seizure; and the right to a speedy 

and public trial by an impartial jury. For his contributions to the drafting of the Constitution, as 

well as its ratification, Madison became known as “Father of the Constitution.” 
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Statue of Liberty  
 

 

 

 

The Statue of Liberty officially celebrated her 125th birthday on October 28, 2011. The people 

of France gave the Statue to the people of the United States over one hundred years ago in 

recognition of the friendship established during the American Revolution. Over the years, the 

Statue of Liberty's meaning has grown to include freedom and democracy as well as this 

international friendship. 

The Statue of Liberty is a colossal neoclassical sculpture on Liberty Island in the middle of New 

York Harbor, in Manhattan, New York City. The statue, designed by Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi, 

an Italian-French sculptor, and dedicated on October 28, 1886, was a gift to the United States 

from the people of France. The statue is of a robed female figure representing Libertas, the 

Roman goddess of freedom, who bears a torch and a tabula ansata (a tablet evoking the law) 

upon which is inscribed the date of the American Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776. A 

broken chain lies at her feet. The statue is an icon of freedom and of the United States: a 

welcoming signal to immigrants arriving from abroad. 

The statue was constructed in France, shipped overseas in crates, and assembled on the 

completed pedestal on what was then called Bedloe's Island. The statue's completion was marked 

by New York's first ticker-tape parade and a dedication ceremony presided over by President 

Grover Cleveland. 

Statue Of Liberty Stats:  

Weight of copper: 62,000 lbs. (31 tons) 

Weight of steel: 250,000 lbs. (125 tons) 

Weight of concrete foundation: 54,000,000 lbs 

Thickness of copper sheeting is: 3/32 in. or the thickness of two pennies placed together. 

Wind Sway: 50 mph winds cause the Statue to sway up to 3 inches and the torch up to 6 inches. 
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                         The Washington Monument 

 

 

The Washington Monument was built between 1848 and 

1884 as a tribute to George Washington's military leadership 

from 1775-1783 during the American Revolution. Its 

construction took place in two major phases, 1848-56, and 

1876-84--a lack of funds, political turmoil, and uncertainty 

about the survival of the American Union caused the 

intermittent hiatus. Plans for a national monument began as 

early as 1783 when Congress proposed that an equestrian 

statue of George Washington be erected. Although the 

Monument was authorized by Congress,  

little action was taken, even after Major Peter Charles L'Enfant selected its site in his 1791 

Federal City plan. Washington's 1799 death rekindled public aspiration for an appropriate tribute 

to him, and John Marshall proposed that a special sepulcher be erected for the General within the 

Capitol itself. Lack of funds postponed construction, but Marshall persevered, and in 1833, he, 

James Madison, and others formed the Washington National Monument Society. By 1836, the 

society advertised for competitive architectural designs. The winning architect was Robert Mills, 

whose design called for a neoclassical plan which provided for a nearly-flat-topped obelisk 

surrounded by a circular colonnade on which would stand a statue of Washington in a chariot. 

Inside the colonnade, statues of thirty prominent Revolutionary War heroes would be displayed.  

 

In an elaborate Fourth of July ceremony in 1848, the cornerstone was laid.  Lack of funds and the 

illegal election which placed the Washington National Monument Society in the hands of the 

Know-Nothings, a political party, caused delay.  Although the Know-Nothings returned all 

records to the original society in 1858, the latter could accomplish little without funding. The 

outbreak of Civil War of 1861 exacerbated the society's difficulties with fund-raising efforts.  

When  Lt. Col. Thomas  L. Casey,  Mills' successor, resumed work on the project in 1876, he 

heavily altered the original design for the monument so that it resembled an unadorned Egyptian 

obelisk with a pointed pyramidion. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers of the War Department 

was charged with completing the construction, and the monument was dedicated on February 21, 

1885, and officially opened to the public on October 9, 1888.  

Weighing 81,120 tons, the Washington Monument stands 555' 5-1/8" tall. The walls of the 

monument range in thickness from 15' at the base to 18'' at the upper shaft. They are composed 

primarily of white marble blocks from Maryland with a few from Massachusetts, underlain by 

Maryland blue gneiss and Maine granite. A slight color change is perceptible at the 150' level 

near where construction slowed in 1854. Inserted into the interior walls are 193 memorial stones 

presented by individuals, societies, cities, States, and nations of the world. Attached to an 

independent iron framework, flights of 896 steps surround an elevator which takes visitors to the 

observation level, where they can gaze over the city from the monument's pyramidion windows.  
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The Lincoln Memorial 

 

The first public memorial to Abraham Lincoln in Washington, D.C., was a statue by Lot 

Flannery erected in front of the District of Columbia City Hall in 1868, three years after 

Lincoln's assassination. Demands for a fitting national memorial had been voiced since the time 

of Lincoln's death. In 1867, Congress passed the first of many bills incorporating a commission 

to erect a monument for the sixteenth president.  

The matter lay dormant until the start of the 20th century, when, under the leadership of Senator 

Shelby M. Cullom of Illinois, six separate bills were introduced in Congress for the incorporation 

of a new memorial commission. The sixth bill (Senate Bill 9449), introduced on December 13, 

1910, passed. The Lincoln Memorial Commission had its first meeting the following year and 

U.S. President William H. Taft was chosen as the commission's president. Progress continued at 

a steady pace and by 1913 Congress had approved of the Commission's choice of design and 

location. 

With Congressional approval and a $300,000 allocation, the project got underway. On February 

12, 1914, a dedication ceremony was conducted and the following month the actual construction 

began. Work progressed steadily according to schedule. Some changes were made to the plan. 

The statue of Lincoln, originally designed to be 10 feet (3.0 m) tall, was enlarged to 19 feet 

(5.8 m) to prevent it from being overwhelmed by the huge chamber. As late as 1920, the decision 

was made to substitute an open portal for the bronze and glass grille which was to have guarded 

the entrance. Despite these changes, the Memorial was finished on schedule. Commission 

president William H. Taft – who was then Chief Justice of the United States – dedicated the 

Memorial on May 30, 1922 and presented it to President Warren G. Harding, who accepted it on 

behalf of the American people. Lincoln's only surviving son, 79-year-old Robert Todd Lincoln, 

was in attendance.  
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The Jefferson Memorial 

 

 

The Thomas Jefferson Memorial, modeled after the Pantheon of Rome, is America's foremost 

memorial to our third president. As an original adaptation of Neoclassical architecture, it is a key 

landmark in the monumental core of Washington, DC The circular, colonnaded structure in the 

classic style was introduced to this country by Thomas Jefferson. Architect John Russell Pope 

used Jefferson's own architectural tastes in the design of the Memorial. His intention was to 

synthesize Jefferson's contribution as a statesman, architect, President, drafter of the Declaration 

of Independence, adviser of the Constitution and founder of the University of Virginia. 

Architects Daniel P. Higgins and Otto R. Eggers took over construction upon the untimely death 

of Pope in August 1937. The Thomas Jefferson Memorial Commission was created to direct the 

erection of a memorial to Thomas Jefferson by an Act of Congress approved in June 1934. The 

present-day location at the Tidal Basin was selected in 1937. The site caused considerable public 

criticism because it resulted in the removal of Japanese flowering cherry trees from the Tidal 

Basin. Further controversy surrounded the selection of the design of the Memorial. The 

Commission of Fine Arts objected to the pantheon design because it would compete with the 

Lincoln Memorial. The Thomas Jefferson Commission took the design controversy to President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt who preferred the pantheon design and gave his permission to proceed. 

On November 15, 1939, a ceremony was held in which President Roosevelt laid the cornerstone 

of the Memorial.  

In 1941, Rudolph Evans was commissioned to sculpt the statue of Thomas Jefferson. The statue 

of Jefferson looks out from the interior of the Memorial toward the White House. It was intended 

to represent the Age of Enlightenment and Jefferson as a philosopher and statesman. The bronze 

statue is 19 feet tall and weighs five tons. Adolph A. Weinman's sculpture of the five members of 

the Declaration of Independence drafting committee submitting their report to Congress is 

featured on the triangular pediment. Also noteworthy, and adorning the interior of the Memorial, 

are five quotations taken from Jefferson's writings that illustrate the principles to which he 

dedicated his life.  

Few major changes have been made to the Memorial since its dedication in 1943. The most 

important change to note is the replacement of the plaster model statue of Thomas Jefferson by 

the bronze statue after the World War II restrictions on the use of metals were lifted. Each year 

the Jefferson Memorial plays host to various ceremonies, including annual Memorial exercises, 

Easter Sunrise Services and the ever-popular Cherry Blossom Festival. The Jefferson Memorial 

is administered and maintained by the National Park Service.  
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The Great Seal of the U. S. 

 

 

On July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress appointed a committee consisting of Benjamin 

Franklin, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson “to bring in a device for a seal of the United States 

of America.” After many delays, a verbal description of a design by William Barton was finally 

approved by Congress on June 20, 1782. The seal shows an American bald eagle with a ribbon in 

its mouth bearing the device E pluribus unum (One out of many). In its talons are the arrows of 

war and an olive branch of peace. On the reverse side it shows an unfinished pyramid with an 

eye (the eye of Providence) above it. Although this description was adopted in 1782, the first 

drawing was not made until four years later, and no die has ever been cut. 
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