
 

 1 

Volume 2019  

Issue 8  -  August 2019 

 

Greetings, 
   Hope everyone is enjoying the nice weather … we’ve waited a long 
time for it! 
   Thanks to all who helped with the July events.  They couldn’t be 
successful without you.  YOU are why we’re the #1 Post in NYS. 
   The State Fair is coming soon.  Our booth is in the Military Tent 
sponsored by the 174th Attack Wing of the New York Air National 
Guard.  We sell our hats, t-shirts, pins and military wear to raise money 
for holiday food baskets and Community Service.  We appreciate any 
time you can spend helping to man the booth.  Sign up at the Legion or 
see Al Yanchik about tickets and details. 
   There will be NO FISH and NO BANDS on August 23 or 30 (during the 
State Fair). 
   August events are detailed in the rest of the Newsletter.  Please 
support and help where you can. 
   Enjoy the rest of your summer .. Be safe .. Watch out for kids and 
motorcycles. 
 
                                                Remember - Freedom is not free! 
                                                Lyle 
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       Cicero American Legion  -  #1 Post in NYS 

SAL News 
Ken Stapleton  - Commander Adjutant’s Notes        Butch Auchterlonie 

2019 Membership Report  
The James Harvey Spire Post 2019 membership has 
finalized at 787 (105.49%) paid members credited to 
the Post for 2019. We recruited 28 new members, had 
21 deceased members, 53 members who transferred 
into the Post and 13 who transferred out. In addition, 
another 38 members transferred in who have already 
paid their dues to other Posts for 2019, so we begin the 
2020 membership year with a total of 826 members.  
We currently have 44 PUFL (Paid up for Life) members 
and 34 Honorary Life members. Honorary Life members 
include all Past Post Commanders, Post 787 members 
having at least 41 consecutive years in the Legion and 
members who have been awarded Honorary Life 
membership by the Executive Board for exemplary 
service to the Post.  
We have grown to become the largest membership 
Post in New York state, up from 3rd last year. Our 
Auxiliary Unit finished 3rd in the State and the Sons 
Squadron 2nd in the State. Only 182 of 841 NY Posts 
made 100% and only 2 of 64 counties. Among counties, 
Onondaga County ranked 9th at 96.76% and he Fifth 
District was #1 among the 10 Districts at 95.21%. The 
State overall reached 94.1% and missed by 5132 
members.  
Membership is our lifeblood and everyone needs to 
continue to recruit new members as we want to retain 
our top billing. We are proud this year to award six of 
our family members the National Commander Brett P. 
Reistad 2019 Membership Incentive Pin and the Gary 
Schacher Dept. Commander’s Coin for each recruiting 
at least three new Legion members.  
 

S.A.L. Members, 
      
   Hello everyone, I hope all is well with you all and your 
families. I first want to thank everyone that supported our 
chicken BBQ it was a great success!! Thanks to all the 
helpers from the legion, Auxiliary, and SAL members that 
volunteered. Job well done!  On August 25

th
 we are teaming 

up again with the Auxiliary for the annual Steak bake and Ice 
Cream Social Membership Drive. That will be from 1pm to 
4pm. 15 dollars with the payment of your 2020 membership. 
Tickets can be purchased at the lounge. Again all help is 
welcome and there will be a signup on the board in the 
lounge. Please just come over to the Post and enjoy what we 
all have to offer.  As always we need help on our BINGO 
night which is the 3

rd
 Wednesday of the month.     

   First Vice Jim Roskopf and I attended the State 
Convention in Buffalo in July Our SAL won 3 awards in the 
membership category (2nd place for largest membership, 1

st
 

place for most new members, and 1
st

 place for highest 
percentage membership at 111 percent). I want to especially 
thank Jim Roskopf for the great work that he does all year 
with membership. It’s a hard job and he makes it look easy. 
Thanks again Jim!!    
   While I’m talking about membership those of you that have 
paid your membership for 2020 we have not received the 
cards for Albany yet. So please be patient when we receive 
them we will get them right out to you! Thanks in advance. 
        
ENJOY THE REST OF YOUR SUMMER!!      
       
Respectfully Submitted,      
Douglas J. Engle       
S.A.L. Commander   

   CLICK FOR Legion WEBSITE 

www.ciceropost.com 

  Doug Engle — Commander 

CLICK HERE 

2020 

 
 

FOLLOW  
 
 

US  

http://www.ciceropost.com
https://www.members.legion.org/CGI-BIN/lansaweb?webapp=MYLRENEW+webrtn=wr_memberdata+ml=LANSA:XHTML+part=TAL+lang=ENG
https://www.members.legion.org/CGI-BIN/lansaweb?webapp=MYLRENEW+webrtn=wr_mylrenewal+ml=LANSA:XHTML+part=TAL+lang=ENG+f(w_prfID)
https://www.facebook.com/CiceroAmericanLegionPost787/
http://twitter.com/@legion_ciceroNY
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      Auxiliary News 
Ann Marie Cerone - President 

  
 
 

         CALL  
     CHARLIE   
                
315-254-0746 
         Or Fax 

315-699-7470 
 
 

  Book your party / event  
       in our Banquet Hall     
               or  Pavilion  
 

 

Visit  ‘Your’  Post  Website    

www.ciceropost.com    
Send Address or Email changes to your Post     

memberpost787@gmail.com 
Contact Newsletter Editor at 

                       newsletter@ciceropost.com  
 

Greetings Auxiliary Sisters! 
We are now collecting dues for the 2019/2020 year.  
The dues are $25.00 for senior members and $7.00 
for our Junior members.  Keep in mind if you pay them 
before Veterans Day, November 11, 2019, you qualify 
for the Early Bird Dinner on December 1

st
.  If you have 

any questions please contact Sharon May, 
Membership Chairperson.  
We held our monthly bake sale and bingo and both 
were successful.  Thank you to the Auxiliary members 
who worked it, baked for it, and all our faithful 
customers who come each and every month to 
support us.  We could never provide the help that we 
do without your continued support. 
The Auxiliary hosted a Basket Raffle at Clam Fest on 
June 29

th
.  We had 25 amazing baskets to raffle off 

and all the proceeds went to our Post.  I am proud to 
say that all of the Auxiliary worked very hard in getting 
donations.  We raised $1,730.00 which we donated to 
the American Legion Post 787.  A huge thank you to 
Barb Savoy who was the Chairperson for this event 
and her committee that went above and beyond to 
make sure this was successful. 
July 24

th
 a reelection meeting was held at the 

Mattydale Post for the office of 1
st
 Vice President.  Unit 

787 is proud to announce Sharon May was elected 1
st
 

Vice President for Onondaga County and on June 19
th
 

Janet Bell was elected County Historian.  We couldn’t 
be prouder of you both. Congratulations! 
The Auxiliary is having a Designer Purse Raffle!  It is a 
navy blue Michael Kors purse with a beautiful scarf!  
The tickets are 25 chances for $10.00.  The drawing 
for the purse will be drawn at the Membership Drive on 
August 25

th
.  You need not be present to win.  Tickets 

may be purchased at the Auxiliary Bake Sale, 
Community Picnic and the Membership Drive on 
August 25

th
 or contact Ann Marie Cerone @ 315-751-

0358. 
August 17

th
 our Juniors are hosting a Community 

Picnic open to the public.  They will be selling hot dogs 
and hamburgers, having crafts and games and a 
coloring contest. They are asking for as many 
volunteers as possible from our Legion Family. 
August 25

th
 is the annual Membership Drive from 

12:00 pm until 4:00 pm.  The Sons of the American 
Legion will be having their annual Steak Bake.  Cost of 
the dinner is $15.00!   
The Auxiliary is having the famous Stewarts Ice 
Cream Sundae Bar.  This is offered to all American 
Legion Family Members for free and to all who renew 
their dues or new members. 
August 28

th
 is Military Day at the New York State Fair.  

A signup sheet is on the Auxiliary Bulletin Board for 
Poppy distribution.  ……..   continued       

It’s filling up fast so sign up early!  In addition, the 
Gold Star Mothers will be at the Fair for the 
traditional laying of the wreath.  If you have never 
attended this please come out.  Contact Ann Marie 
Cerone if you are interested at 315-751-0358. 
August 29

th
 The Gold Star Mothers are having 

their Organizational Meeting at the Post from 10:00 
- 1:30 pm.  The Auxiliary will be providing them with 
refreshments and lunch.  We need volunteers to 
help prepare the lunch, serve it and clean up 
afterward.   
Our Bake Sale for August will be on Friday, August 
2

nd
 from 12:00 pm until 8:00 pm.  Our Bingo is on 

August 28
th
 from 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  Sign up 

sheets for these events are on the Auxiliary Bulletin 
Board in the hallway. 
Our next regular monthly meeting is Thursday, 
August 8

th
  at 6:00 pm.  Please have your 

membership card to enter the meeting and always 
remember to wear your pin or a shirt with the 
Auxiliary emblem. 
There will be NO FISH DINNERS on Friday, 
August 23

rd
 or Friday, August 30

th
  because of 

the Great New York State Fair.   
The next County Meetings will be in August. Date 
to be announced. 
 
For God and Country and  
in the Spirit of Service Not Self, 
Ann Marie Cerone 
President, Unit 787  
 
 

 

http://www.ciceropost.com
mailto:memberpost787@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@ciceropost.com
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             American Legion Riders  

                         ‘        

                              Rick McCrum  —    President 

Fellow Legionnaires,  
   Hope your summer is going well , we've been 
blessed with some nice weather finally hope 
you are able to take advantage of it.  
   We just got back from the Legion State 
Convention.  It was interesting to say the least, 
the one main thing I took away from the 
convention is the leadership and cooperation 
we have with all our families Legion ,  Sons and 
our Ladies Auxiliary.  We are lucky we have 
them at our great Post 787.  
   We have had some beautiful rides thanks to 
our Ride Captain Don Daly if you have not taken 
advantage of his time and effort he has put into 
the ride schedule it is definitely your loss.  
   Don't forget to thank a Veteran or active duty 
soldier, or first responder for their service to 
this great country of ours.  
   Till next month keep the rubber side down and 
be safe and enjoy this life we have chosen.  
Rick 

                     

                           Famous Friday            

    Fish Fry  

     
  Fresh  Haddock 

   Served by Post Volunteers 
 

     Fridays — Year Round 

 
 
 

 Fish Dinners    
Fish Sandwiches 

Fisherman’s Platters 

Serving from  

12 Noon to 8 PM 
 

 

Take Outs available  - -  Call 699-0786 

Take Outs are picked up from 
Banquet Room Bar 

 
 

Stay for the Great Music  
   CLICK FOR Legion WEBSITE 

www.ciceropost.com 
   CLICK FOR Legion Riders WEBSITE 

alr787.com  

Cicero American Legion  
100  Years in 2020 

 

 
 
 

Friday - Aug 2 - Bartoonz 
 

Friday - Aug 9 - Wolf Mountain Band 
 

Friday - Aug 16 - 3’s A Crowd 
 

Friday - Aug 23 & 30 - NO BAND 
                                       Visit the State Fair 

8:30 to 11:00 PM 

                    Legion Riders     
              BAKE SALES             

 

                      Resume 
                        In September 

Get Your Newsletter by Email   -   -   Keep up with all the news & events 
Email newsletter@ciceropost.com to get started 

http://www.ciceropost.com
http://www.alr787.com
mailto:newsletter@ciceropost.com
http://www.victory4vets.org/
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FRIDAY FISH FRY 

 
 

NEEDS YOUR VOLUNTEER HELP 
  Dish Up Servings Run the Dishwasher 

 

        
   August 2nd 
    12  -  8 PM 

From the Chaplain:  
Dear members, 
    You are in distress when a loved one becomes ill, have surgery, get 
injured or passes away, that is understandable, but please let the 
Chaplain know as soon as possible so our Legion can take appropriate 
action.  I check the obituaries each morning, but if no mention of military 
service or being a Legion member, the family may think we don't care 
which is never the case.  Please email or call Chaplain Heidenreich with 
information at Akoalah@aol.com or 315-345-0702.   

July 3, 2019 

July 23, 2019 June 24, 2019 

July 25, 2019 July 4, 2019 

mailto:Akoalah@aol.com
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                      Bingo                                   
    Kitchen  
                  Volunteers 
 
 
 

        Aug 7  -  Riders 
              Aug 14  -  Legion 
               Aug 21  -  S.A.L. 
                 Aug 28  -  Auxiliary 
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Active Duty Military 
 

Become a NEW member of our 
Legion - Post 787 

Reach out to a fellow Vet - Shut In 
Check on a Veteran Buddy  
to see if we can help them !! 
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Dept of New York 
American Legion Convention 
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Dept of New York 
American Legion Convention 

AWARDS 
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American Legion Welcomes President’s Signing 
of LEGION Act  

In a significant legislative victory for The American Legion, President Trump signed a bill July 30 that declares 
the United States has been in a state of war since Dec. 7, 1941. 

The American Legion sought the declaration as a way to honor approximately 1,600 U.S. servicemembers who 
were killed or wounded during previously undeclared periods of war. 

The LEGION Act (Let Everyone Get Involved In Opportunities for National Service Act) also opens the door for 
approximately 6 million veterans to access American Legion programs and benefits for which they previously 
had not been eligible. 

“Recognizing the service of these wartime veterans is the right thing do and it is long overdue,” National 
Commander Brett Reistad said. “The families of those who were killed or wounded during these wartime acts 
should take pride in knowing that we recognize their sacrifice and service. Moreover, we are proud to welcome 
any of the six million living veterans from the previously unrecognized periods into our organization and call 
them ‘Legionnaires.’” 

Now that the legislation has been signed, The American Legion’s eligibility criteria immediately changes from 
seven war eras to two: April 6, 1917, to Nov. 11, 1918, and Dec. 7, 1941 to a time later determined by the federal 
government. No other restrictions to American Legion membership are changed. 

The law’s journey began on Feb. 14 when Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz., introduced S. 504, along with Sen. 
Thom Tillis, R-N.C. A companion measure, H.R. 1641, was introduced in the House by Reps. Lou Correa, D-
Calif., and Ben Cline, R-Va. 

Reistad expressed gratitude to the bipartisan members of Congress for passing the legislation. 

“We are grateful that President Trump fully acknowledges the importance of The American Legion by signing 
the LEGION Act in the White House today – just one week after it passed the House of Representatives,” 
Reistad said. “In an era of partisan gridlock, Republicans and Democrats in Congress overwhelmingly 
recognized the importance of allowing thousands of honorable but previously ineligible veterans the right to 
join the largest and most influential veterans organization in the country.” 

Reistad pointed out that existing American Legion membership applications are in the process of being 
updated but can still be used. “In the meantime, I recommend that prospective Legionnaires and recruiters 
write ‘LEGION Act’ in the eligibility date section of American Legion membership applications if they fall 
outside the previous war eras,” Reistad said. “The larger pool of veterans now eligible for The American 
Legion will also open their family members to eligibility in the Sons of the American Legion and American 
Legion Auxiliary as well.” 
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Here are answers to 10 key questions about the new law and what it means for The American Legion. 

Question: How does this change the eligibility requirements for The American Legion? 

Answer: The only change is that Congress has reduced the number of eligibility periods from seven to two. 
They are April 6, 1917, to Nov. 11, 1918, and Dec. 7, 1941, and continuing. No other restrictions are changed. 

Question: What’s the impact on veterans who previously were not eligible for American Legion 
membership? 

Answer: Veterans who were honorably discharged but whose service did not fall into the previous defined war 
eras may now join The American Legion immediately. To do so, eligible members may sign up at 
www.legion.org/join. 

Question: I am among the veterans who were not allowed to join previously, so why do you want me 
now? 

Answer: The American Legion’s founding fathers believed, “a veteran is a veteran,” an axiom that has held true 
throughout the organization’s more than century of service. Some veterans were ineligible to join because of the 
war eras that were defined by Congress. The recent bill passage and president’s signature changed that. 

Question: So how does this differentiate The American Legion from AMVETS? 

Answer: The American Legion’s eligibility criteria states that veterans must have served during “wartime.” When 
Congress decides the U.S. is no longer in a state of war, the Legion’s membership eligibility period will close, 
while AMVETS will still be open to those who served. 

Question: How does this affect the Sons of The American Legion (SAL)? 

Answer: The Sons’ eligibility criteria will change along with that of The American Legion. Any son or grandson 
of a living American Legion member will be able to join the SAL program. (Sons and grandsons of deceased 
veterans are also eligible.) For example, a son of a veteran who served between 1985 and 1988 previously 
would not have been eligible. With the extension of the war period, that veteran would immediately be eligible for 
The American Legion and the son would be able to join the SAL. 

Question: How does this affect the eligibility for the American Legion Auxiliary? 

Answer: This follows the same concept as the SAL, as noted previously. Membership in the American Legion 
Auxiliary is currently open to grandmothers, mothers, sisters, wives, and direct and adopted female descendants 
of eligible veterans. 

Question: How does this affect membership for departments, districts and posts? 

Answer: This change opens up American Legion membership to thousands more veterans who likely live in 
your communities. They may become members immediately. 

Question: The current membership applications don’t address the eligibility change. How do we process 
those members? 

Answer: New membership materials will be developed and provided as quickly as possible. Until then, it is 
recommended that prospective members from a previously undocumented war era write “Other Conflicts” in the 
eligibility date section and send it in to their department with the appropriate dues. 

Question: How does this change the Paid Up For Life program? 

Answer: There are no changes to the PUFL program, though the newly eligible members would be able to 
become PUFLs. To learn more about the program, visit https://www.legion.org/PUFL 

Question: Who can I contact for more information about this change as it applies to membership and 
recruiting? 
Answer: Contact Cicero American Legion Membership Committee. Visit this web page to find the representative 
in your state. www.ciceropost.com or email memberpost787@gmail.com   

http://www.legion.org/join
https://www.legion.org/membership/246573/materials-reflect-legion-act-membership-eligibility
https://www.legion.org/PUFL
http://www.ciceropost.com
mailto:memberpost787@gmail.com
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> > >        KEEP US POSTED        < < < 
If you’ve changed your email or mailing address  -  Email: Butch   memberpost787@gmail.com   

Or Brian  newsletter@ciceropost.com 

mailto:memberpost787@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@ciceropost.com

